Park and
Recreation
Strategic Plan
2020-2024

City of Delafield

CONTENTS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ..................................................................................................................................... 3
COMMON COUNCIL ...................................................................................................................................... 3
PLAN COMMISSION ...................................................................................................................................... 3
PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION ......................................................................................................... 3
CITY STAFF .................................................................................................................................................. 3
CHAPTER 1/INTRODUCTION .............................................................................................................................. 4
CHAPTER 2/PARK ANALYSIS, PRIORITIES, AND GOALS .................................................................................... 7
SWOT ANALYSIS ........................................................................................................................................ 7
STRENGTHS ............................................................................................................................................. 7
WEAKNESSES .......................................................................................................................................... 8
OPPORTUNITY.......................................................................................................................................... 8
THREAT ................................................................................................................................................... 9
OVERALL GOALS FOR 2020 – 2024 .......................................................................................................... 10
CHAPTER 3/PLANNING AREA – EXISTING PARKS ........................................................................................... 13
BOSTROM MEMORIAL PARK ...................................................................................................................... 14
CEDAR VALLEY PARK ................................................................................................................................ 17
CUSHING MEMORIAL PARK........................................................................................................................ 19
FIREMEN’S PARK ........................................................................................................................................ 23
FISH HATCHERY BUILDING AND SPORTS AREA PARK ............................................................................... 26
LOIS JENSEN NATURE PRESERVE ............................................................................................................... 31
PLANNING AREA – CREATION OF NEW PARKS AND DEVELOPMENT OF EXISTING PARKS .............................. 33
LIBERTY PARK ........................................................................................................................................... 34
CURRENT CONDITION ............................................................................................................................ 36
PICTURES ............................................................................................................................................... 37
PARK PLANS .......................................................................................................................................... 38
REQUIREMENTS AND CONSIDERATIONS: TERRAIN AND SURROUNDING AREA ....................................... 39
STAGE .................................................................................................................................................... 39

Park and Recreation 5-year plan 2020 – 2024

Page 1

City of Delafield
ST. JOHN’S PARK ON GENESEE STREET ....................................................................................................... 40

OAKWOOD COMMUNITY PARK .................................................................................................................. 44
OAK STREET PARK ..................................................................................................................................... 47
BLEEKER STREET BOAT LAUNCH .............................................................................................................. 48
NW QUADRANT PARCELS .......................................................................................................................... 49
NE QUADRANT FUTURE PARCEL ............................................................................................................... 51
BARK RIVER ............................................................................................................................................... 52
DEFINITION OF PLANNING ZONES.......................................................................................................... 52
ZONES 1, 2, 3 – SOUTH WEST SECTION OF THE BARK RIVER DOWNSTREAM FROM LAKE NAGAWICKA 53
ZONES 5, 6, AND WETLANDS – NORTH EAST SECTION OF THE BARK RIVER UPSTREAM FROM LAKE NAGAWICKA 53
FRIENDS OF BARK RIVER ............................................................................................................................... 54
CHAPTER 4/TRAILS, PATHS, ROUTES AND CONNECTORS................................................................................. 55
PRIORITIES AND PLANNING AREAS ....................................................................................................... 56
OVERVIEW AND TRAIL PLANNING CONCEPTS ........................................................................................ 56

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN .......................................................................................................................... 58
NE QUADRANT OF THE CITY.................................................................................................................. 60
EAST SIDE OF THE CITY ........................................................................................................................ 62
NW QUADRANT OF THE CITY ................................................................................................................. 64
WEST QUADRANT OF THE CITY .............................................................................................................. 66

SOUTH OF I-94 ....................................................................................................................................... 67
BARK RIVER AND LAKE NAGAWICKA ................................................................................................... 68
CONNECTIONS ....................................................................................................................................... 71
CHAPTER 5/CONCLUSION ............................................................................................................................... 74
APPENDIX ....................................................................................................................................................... 75
APPENDIX A – ACCOMPLISHMENTS SINCE PREVIOUS 5 YEAR PLAN ....................................................... 76
APPENDIX B: PARK AND OPEN SPACE PLAN ........................................................................................... 79
APPENDIX C: PARK INVENTORY ........................................................................................................... 80
APPENDIX D: PARK STANDARDS ........................................................................................................... 82
APPENDIX E: PLANNING AREA – TREE PLAN ....................................................................................... 86

Park and Recreation 5-year plan 2020 – 2024

Page 2

City of Delafield

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
COMMON COUNCIL
MAYOR
Kent Attwell

DISTRICT 1
Doug Saloga

DISTRICT 2
Jim Behrend

DISTRICT 3
Jackie Valde

DISTRICT 4
Wayne Dehn

DISTRICT 5
Matthew Grimmer

DISTRICT 6
Phil Casun

DISTRICT 7
Tim Aicher

Kent Attwell (Mayor)

Tim Aicher (District 7)

Jim Reiher (Park & Rec)

Dave Greenway (Lake Welfare)

Dan Jashinsky

Ed Marek

Laura Schult

Robert Weiler

Amy Barrows, Planner

Scott Hussinger, Inspector

Tom Hafner, Administrator

PLAN COMMISSION

PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
Jim Reiher (Chair)

Patricia Barwig

David Brabson

Mike Byrnes

Sherrie Flemming

Matthew Grimmer (District 5)

Tim Turnock

Sean Heinzel, Forester

CITY STAFF
Tom Hafner, Administrator/ Public Works

Amy Buchman, Finance Officer/Treasurer

Steven Braatz, City Clerk

Paul Zellner, Public Works Foreman

Mary Green, Deputy Clerk/ Deputy Treasurer

Director
Mike O'Brien, Public Works Foreman

Park and Recreation 5-year plan 2020 – 2024

Page 3

City of Delafield

The Bark River is a focal
point of Delafield’s city
parks and trails and offers a
wide variety of recreational
opportunities

Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION

MISSION STATEMENT

To preserve and enhance the City of Delafield’s natural amenities by providing a park and recreation
system that enriches the quality of life for all City residents.
THE PLAN
The City of Delafield has many parks, open space, recreational options, rivers, lakes, and trails in and around the City. This 5-year Plan
should be used as a guide for the City to preserve and improve these assets. Input to this Plan comes from many quarters, including, but
not limited to, the City 2030 Comprehensive Plan. However, its publication should not be viewed as the end of the dialogue but the
beginning.
This Plan begins with a review of demographic information, and standards for park and open space. Added to this background is citizen
survey information and analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the current situation. Based on this information, the Park and
Recreation Commission has outlined Goals and Objectives and Action Plans.
The goals are organized in two dimensions – Location based groupings and Time-based themes. Location based groupings are real
physical locations (like parks, lakes, rivers, and trails). Outlining plans by physical location should allow the citizens of Delafield to
visualize the plans more clearly.
Time based themes portray common goals, thoughts and motivations that occur together, and evolve over time. For example, a sports
team might be said to be in a re-building year, followed by a maturing year, followed by a winning year.
This organization and structure should allow the implementers of this Plan to prioritize activities that can lead to completion of logical
groupings of objectives.
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Time Based Themes
The themes listed below roughly correspond to the 5 years of this Plan. Each year has a focus, and they are listed below. The ultimate
goal of the themes is to complete the 5 Year Vision.

Time Based Theme Explanations
•

The basics – The first step in the Plan is to address gaps in service and address missing or inadequate assets. Many parks, trails,
lakes, rivers, facilities, and recreational opportunities need attention.

•

Connect – This theme is all about adding connections – Trails, paths, and routes between destinations encircling the City of
Delafield and encompassing its natural resources, beauty, and unique landscaping are the focus for this grouping.

•

Destinations – This theme builds on connections by focusing on enhancing destinations – Creating new destinations, including
regional links with other Lake Country communities, further improves the quality of life in Delafield.

•

Quality – Once the vision is expanded, the focus will be on improving the quality of the offerings – ensuring that trails and
destinations meet the needs of the community

•

Completing the vision – Filling in the final pieces.
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Location based groupings or Planning areas
Locations are primarily locations that have been grouped together so that they can be discussed in context. The groupings are pictured
and discussed below.

Existing
Parks

Trails

New Parks

Downtown

Lakes and
Rivers

Trees
•
•
•
•
•
•

Existing Parks – Plans for existing parks and facilities
New Parks – Plans for new parks and facilities
Lakes and Rivers – Facilities related to lakes and rivers
Tree Plan – Plan for management of existing and new tree stock, and education
Downtown – Plan for parks and recreation areas in the historic downtown area
Trails – Plan for trails and paths

Purpose of the PLAN
There is a balance between the limited and special resources of the City of Delafield, and the desire for continual improvements to City
developed parks, trails, shorelines, open spaces, and recreational opportunities. This Plan does not attempt to define that balance, but
instead, puts forth a plan to be used by Council, planners, staff, Departments, and Commissions to prioritize investments based on the
needs and desires of the citizens, tempered by the judgment and guidance of the Park and Recreation Commission. In this respect, the
Delafield community of parks and recreation is viewed as neighborhood friendly, bound together by its trust of and respect for its shared
natural boundaries and resources. The following pages describe the Plan.
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The Lake Country
Recreational Trail is an 8mile biking and hiking trail
that travels east to west from
Pewaukee to Oconomowoc

Chapter 2
PARK ANALYSIS, PRIORITIES, AND GOALS
SWOT ANALYSIS
A SWOT analysis is a tool, used in management and strategy formulation. It can help to identify the Strengths, Weaknesses,
Opportunities and Threats of a particular organization.
Strengths and weaknesses are internal factors that create value or destroy value. They can include assets, skills, or resources that an
organization has at its disposal, compared to its competitors. They can be measured using internal assessments or external benchmarking.
Opportunities and threats are external factors that create value or destroy value. An organization cannot control them. But, they emerge
from either the competitive dynamics of the industry/market or from demographic, economic, political, technical, social, legal or cultural
factors (PEST)
STRENGTHS
• Existing parks, open space, playgrounds, and trails in the City and surrounding area
•

Access to and hiking the Ice Age Trail through the City along the Bark River

•

Natural resources (including Bark River, Lake Nagawicka, Naga-Waukee County Park, wetlands, woods, and forests)

•

Participation and commitment of Friends of Bark River volunteer group to remove invasive species, diseased and dead trees,
and other debris from the Bark River and its shoreline

•

Increased public access to and use of the Bark River shoreline and Lake Nagawicka

•

Great combination of neighborhood and destination parks

•

Significant public biking, hiking, walking, and running trails through and around City neighborhoods, which encircle and
connect parks, destination points, and recreational opportunities of Delafield

•

City leadership that cares about and has a vision for the City

•

Level of development has provided funding to develop trails, parks, recreational opportunities, and tree planting

•

Creation of a downtown public Park Plaza adjacent to Genesee Street Bridge and St. John’s Pond with direct access to the
Bark River and connection to Lake Nagawicka

•

Designation as a Tree City USA

•

Trails that support multiple recreational opportunities

•

Paul Sandgren Recreational Trail to Lapham Peak State Park, with direct access to White Oak Conservancy subdivision
(Town of Delafield) and the Glacial Drumlin Trail

•

Lake Country Recreation Trail through downtown Delafield and surrounding areas
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•

VMR/Ice Age Trail along the Bark River shoreline

•

The trails through the City’s neighborhoods, including, but not limited to, Nagawicka Road

•

The trail on Genesee Street between downtown Delafield and Oakwood Drive

•

The trail on Milwaukee Street linking downtown Delafield with Firemen’s Park, American Legion Field, Bleeker Street
Boat Launch, and Oak Street Park

WEAKNESSES
• Lack of a sufficient number of dedicated staff to monitor, manage, maintain, and market parks, trails, lakes, rivers,
shorelines, and recreation for the City
•

Lack of community gathering spaces to allow for expansion of recreation, senior programs, and cultural activities

•

Lack of sufficient biking, hiking and running trails to connect and encircle Lake Nagawicka and the City with access to
destination points in and around Delafield and the adjacent communities

•

Lack of sufficient public shoreline access between the Bark River and St. John’s Bay in Lake Nagawicka

•

Lack of a uniform and sustained commitment by and with developers/builders to prioritize and protect open green space,
public trails, and the natural resources of any planned development

•

Lack of working relationship with St. John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors related to an easement to the
City for the hiking trail and shoreline access to the north side of the Bark River, between Liberty Park and Cushing
Memorial Park

•

Lack of working relationship with St. John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors related to an easement to the
City for the roadway between the north end of Liberty Park and Exeter Street to provide full public access to Liberty Park,
the Bark River, and downtown Delafield

•

Lack of public space for sporting activities, including, but not limited to, ice skating, tennis, basketball, and pickleball

•

Need for improved communication between all units of City government related to parks and recreation

•

Lack of sufficient funds to meet the needs of parks and recreation in the City of Delafield

•

Lack of connecting trails in the NE, East, NW, and West Quadrants to encircle Lake Nagawicka, the City of Delafield, and
its surrounding communities

•

Lack of sufficient public boating pier access to St. John’s Bay shoreline and downtown Delafield

OPPORTUNITY
• Improve cooperation with neighboring communities on parks, facilities, trails, rivers, lakes, destination points, and
recreation programs
•

Develop and promote a leadership role working with the neighboring communities on parks, facilities, trails, rivers, lakes,
destination points, and recreation programs as part of a Regional comprehensive trail system

•

Continue to obtain and develop new parks and open space, which includes the installation and use of a downtown ice rink,
mixed use courts for basketball, tennis, and pickleball in downtown Delafield, and multiple uses of Oakwood Community
Park

•

Leverage parks and open space to increase the draw to the downtown and all business locations

•

Continue to develop Liberty Park, including a performance stage, permanent restroom facilities, video surveillance, and
appropriate lighting

•

Leverage relationships with developers/builders and existing institutions to improve and prioritize parks, trails, and
recreation in various developments
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•

Enhance public trail systems within the City, connections between area attractions, and establishing a comprehensive
Regional trail system with the surrounding Lake Country communities

•

Completion of trail system encircling Lake Nagawicka and the City of Delafield by connecting the East, NE, NW, and West
Quadrants, and south of I-94

•

Pursue “Bicycle Community” designation for the City

•

Develop reputation as a “Trail City”

•

Develop and promote increased shoreline access to and use of parks adjacent to Lake Nagawicka, St. John’s Bay, and the
Bark River

•

Review, investigate, and conduct a due diligence inquiry into the development of a boating pier in St. John’s Bay/shoreline
for boater access to the public to downtown Delafield

•

Obtain City easement from St. John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors to promote public access to, use of, and
maintenance of the trail and shoreline on the north side of the Bark River

•

Obtain City easement from St. John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors on the roadway on the north end of
Liberty Park to Exeter Street to provide full public access to the Park, Bark River, and downtown Delafield

•

Improve working relationship with the business community

•

Promote and support the development of a performance stage at Liberty Park

•

Promote the City as a music, entertainment, arts, and cultural center in Lake Country

•

Develop and install boardwalk off the VMR/ Ice Age Trail on the south side of the Bark River

•

Provide a sufficient amount of funding and DPW staff to monitor, manage, maintain, and market the parks, trails, rivers,
lakes, shorelines, and recreation for the City

•

Continue collaboration with the Friends of Bark River to control invasive species and protect the natural resources related to
the Bark River and its shoreline

•

Maintain the primary focus of the Park and Recreation Commission to act in the best interests of the City of Delafield,
consistent with its commitment to preserve its natural beauty and protection of its valued resources - such as parks, trails,
lakes, rivers, woods, and its shorelines

•

Encourage the continued reputation of Delafield known as a community of neighbors committed to the protection of its
natural resources, rich history, and uniquely situated rural character

•

Assist in management of deer control in City Parks

THREAT
•

Balance the need for parks, trails, open space, shoreline access, and recreation with limited available funding and budgetary
restraints

•

Responding to the needs of the majority of Delafield’s citizens while still respecting the voices of the minority of citizens
who may oppose a specific direction or activity

•

Pollution, deer, and invasive species threaten our natural resources and citizens

•

Lack of knowledge, transparency, respect, and consideration for the Park and Recreation Commission interests/plans in
relevant City decision-making involving parks and recreation

•

Lack of permanent location for ice skating rink

•

Lack of practical connection for public watercraft access between St. John’s Bay shoreline of Lake Nagawicka and the
Bark River

•

Lack of data, citizen input, and consulting evaluation related to the development of a boating pier at St. John’s Bay
shoreline to connect boaters to downtown Delafield
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OVERALL GOALS FOR 2020 – 2024

1.

Develop time phased parks, trails, and facilities development plan
a.

Complete biking, hiking, and running trails to encircle and connect Lake Nagawicka and the City of Delafield

b.

Connecting the East, NE, NW and West Quadrants of the City and south of I-94 with a comprehensive trail system

c.

Establish a leadership position related to a Regional trail system involving the City of Delafield and its surrounding
Lake Country neighbors

d.

Connect the Lake Country Recreation Trail on West Main Street in Delafield to Lower Lake Nemahbin launch (south
side) in the Village of Summit

e.

Complete Nagawicka Road paved trail north to Vettelson Road

f.

Develop east/west hiking/biking trail on Vettelson Road to HWY C/Lakeland Drive

g.

Continue review and evaluation of potential development of east/west hiking/biking trail along the American
Transmission Company (ATC) right-of-way between Lakeland Drive and Sawyer Road

h.

Develop north/south hiking/biking trail on Mission Road to Valley/Oakwood Drive

i.

Develop hiking/biking trail on the eastside of Mill Road between Oakwood Drive and West Main Street

j.

Develop hiking/biking trail on Oakwood Drive between HWY C and Mill Road

k.

Collaborate with Waukesha County on a north/south hiking/biking trail on the west side of HWY 83 between Golf Road
and HWY 16. This trail passes Naga-Waukee County Park and Oakwood Community Park on the west side of HWY
83

l.

Continue north/south hiking/biking trail on the eastside of HWY C between Oakwood Drive and Copperfield Drive

m. Develop east/west hiking/biking trail on Oakwood Road between HWY 83 and Nagawicka Road
n.

Develop gravel trail in Cushing Memorial Park between the parking lot on the east and residential neighborhood on the
west

o.

Pursue Bicycle Friendly Community designation

p.

Continue improving Bark River corridor/Cushing Memorial Park/VMR/Ice Age Trail plan, including public access,
watercraft take-out, and erosion control involving the Bark River

q.

Continue improving public access to the Bark River at Genesee Street Park Plaza, St. John’s Bay, and Lake Nagawicka

r.

Continue pursuit of City easement with St. John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors covering public access
to the trail and shoreline on the north side of the Bark River

s.

Continue pursuit of City easement with St. John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors covering the roadway
between Exeter Street and Liberty Park to provide full public access to the Park, the Bark River, and downtown
Delafield

t.

Complete development of St. John’s/Genesee Street Park Plaza, including the naming of the Park, its continued
maintenance, updated plantings, surveillance, and installation of donated sculptures

u.

Continue collaboration with the Friends of Bark River to remove invasive species, diseased and dead trees, protect its
natural resources, ensure access to the Bark River shoreline, and improve landscaping/appropriate plantings
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v.

Continue support of the Ice Age Trail

w. Continue the development of Liberty Park, including the performance stage, supporting restroom facilities, appropriate
lighting, and video surveillance system
x.

Review, consider, and conduct a due diligence inquiry into an additional pier system accessible to the public by boat at
the east end of Lake Nagawicka, at St. John’s Bay, connecting with downtown Delafield

y.

Review, consider, and conduct due diligence inquiry into potential location, funding, and installation of basketball
court, tennis court, pickleball court, splash pad, and swimming pool in one of the local parks in, or near, downtown
Delafield

z.

Improve access to, maintenance of, and use of Oak Street Park and Bleeker Street Boat Launch

aa. Improve facilities
i. Fish Hatchery Building maintenance
ii. Permanent bathroom at Fish Hatchery Sports Complex
iii. Further develop Oakwood Community Park, including consideration for bike trails and warming shed for ice
rink
iv. Review, consider, and conduct due diligence inquiry into a permanent restroom facility at Bleeker Street Boat
Launch
v. A picnic shelter at Cushing Memorial Park
vi. Mixed-use sports court in downtown Delafield
vii. Ice rink in downtown Delafield
viii. Permanent sculptures, benches, and bike racks in parks, trails, and Bark River/Lake Nagawicka shorelines
ix. Install lighting along Bark River/Ice Age Trail between Genesee Street Bridge and Liberty Park Bridge
x. Improve and/or replace the playground equipment at Firemen’s Park, Cushing Memorial Park, and Cedar
Valley
2.

Improve services levels
a.

Enhance staff and organization, including continued dedicated clerk support from City Clerk’s office

b.

Continue work, support, planning, and collaborative partnership with Department of Public Works (DPW)

c.

Enhance transparency, communication, and cooperation with Lake Welfare Committee

d.

Define and establish green policies and guidelines

e.

Continue providing and increasing public access to, and maintenance of, the City’s parks, trails, lakes, rivers, and
related shorelines

3.

Improve recreation programs
a.

Enhance programs for each age group

b.

Evaluate programming relationships with Village of Hartland

c.

Enhance working relationship with Waukesha County, including Naga-Waukee County Park and Nashotah Park, and
the State of Wisconsin, including Lapham Peak State Park, in providing access to events, activities, programming, and
opportunities for City residents, its visitors, and the public at large
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4.

Improve communications and marketing
a.

Expand methods and means of communicating with citizens, including via the Chamber of Commerce, Promotion &
Tourism, and the Friends of Bark River

b.

Improve relationships and establish connections/collaborations with the business community

c.

Pursue and facilitate support for the arts, music, entertainment, recreation festivals and events, and a performance stage
in Liberty Park, and including partnerships with local businesses

d.

Improve communication of plans to the public and encourage, promote, and consider citizen input related to additions to
existing facilities, enhancements to the parks, trails, rivers, lakes, shorelines, and connections to other Lake Country
communities

e.

Improve intra-communications and actions between City departments and the Park and Recreation Commission,
including, but not limited to, the Department of Public Works and the Lake Welfare Committee

Park and Recreation 5-year plan 2020 – 2024

Page 12

City of Delafield

Chapter 3
PLANNING AREA – EXISTING PARKS
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Bostrom Memorial Park is
home to the City’s only
Park System tennis court.
This small neighborhood
park serves the entire City
of Delafield.

BOSTROM MEMORIAL PARK
OVERVIEW / CURRENT STATUS
Bostrom Memorial Park is an almost six-acre park that contains the City’s only public tennis court and includes undulating open space, a
soccer field, a sledding hill, playground equipment, and an asphalt walking/biking/skating loop. As one of the most recently developed
parks in the City, Bostrom Memorial Park is in good condition and has plenty of potential for enrichments necessary to service an area
that is still undergoing significant residential development. As the farms and land to the NW of this neighborhood are developed, it is
expected that additional land will be used to expand this park and connect with other parks, recreation, destination points, and future
developments by hiking/biking trails.

SHORT TERM REQUIREMENTS
•

Heighten the sledding hill (using extra fill from project in City limits)

ESTIMATED COST
N/A

MID TERM ENRICHMENTS
•

Connect trails with current/future regional trails, parks, destination points, and future developments

N/A

•

Adjust landscaping plan in view of new park additions and neighborhood construction/development

N/A

•

Resurface the tennis court

$10,000 - $15,000

•

Add a multiuse sports court for basketball, pickleball, and other related activities

$35,000 - $50,000

LONG TERM VISION
•

Add a water fountain or drinking water

$10,000

•

Build a picnic shelter with electricity

$40,000

•

Install a sand volleyball court

$3,000 - $5,000
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PARK MAP/LOCATION
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PICTURES

SUMMARY
This is a great park located in the central part of the City and its NW Quadrant that is likely to see significant development over the next
10 years with excellent potential for enhancements. The amenities of the park should be developed in concert with this nearby residential
development to service this growing population.

RANKED PRIORITIES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Connecting trails with current and future regional trails, parks, recreation destination points, and future developments
Adjust landscaping plan in view of new park additions and neighborhood construction/development
Add fill to the berm to increase its height
Grade/seed multi-purpose recreation area
Install a multi-use court for basketball, tennis, and pickleball
Install a sand volleyball court
Install picnic shelter with electricity
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Cedar Valley Park is a
small neighborhood park
in the SW corner of the
City with very basic
amenities.

CEDAR VALLEY PARK

OVERVIEW / CURRENT STATUS
Cedar Valley Park is a one-acre neighborhood park that provides very basic park amenities such as play equipment, open space for
recreation, and a picnic area.

SHORT TERM REQUIREMENTS
•

Evaluate play equipment for replacement or enhancement

ESTIMATED COST
N/A

MID TERM ENRICHMENTS
•

Add landscaping to shield adjacent properties, add shade, and enhance the park’s appearance

$3,000

•

Add wildflower/prairie edging along perimeter

$5,000

LONG TERM VISION
•

Consider theme and other enhancements, with specific neighborhood input

TBD

•

Build small powered shelter for neighborhood gatherings

$25-$30,000

•

Evaluate connector trail route to Paul Sandgren Recreational Trail and Lapham Peak State Park

TBD

PARK MAP/LOCATION
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PICTURES

SUMMARY
Cedar Valley Park is a neighborhood park. Despite its mere one-acre footprint, it should not be left void of character. Small short-term
investments in enhanced landscaping and some theme-based equipment upgrades can provide an economical boost to Cedar Valley Park’s
appeal.

RANKED PRIORITIES
•
•

•
•
•

Monitor for tree replacement, addition and pruning
Evaluate play equipment for replacement or enhancement
Gather specific neighborhood input for ideas to enhance the park
Upgrade landscaping
Evaluate connector trail route to Paul Sandgren Recreational Trail and Lapham Peak State Park
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Cushing Memorial Park
is a premier park that
highlights the history
and scenic, natural
beauty of Delafield
CUSHING MEMORIAL PARK
OVERVIEW / CURRENT STATUS
Cushing Memorial Park is an 8.8-acre park that has been developed into a major attraction for people of all ages. The Fort Cushing play
areas, coupled with the last stop on the Veterans Memorial Riverwalk and redirection of the Ice Age Trail, have realized much of the
potential that this historic park has to offer. The natural beauty of the Bark River, its shoreline, the Cushing Park Bridge, surrounding
wetlands, and mature trees provide a picturesque setting. It also serves as a vital connector hub for trails that connect adjacent
neighborhoods to the Veterans Memorial Riverwalk, Ice Age Trail, Lake Country Recreation Trail, and the Paul Sandgren Recreational
biking/hiking Trail leading to Lapham Peak State Park. This park further provides public access to the Bark River, facilitating water
activities such as kayaking, canoeing, tubing, fishing, visual effects, and a children’s play area. It also includes a Civil War Memorial
Obelisk in the middle of the park honoring a local Civil War hero, Alonzo Cushing.

SHORT TERM REQUIREMENTS

ESTIMATED COST

•

Continue improvements to the shoreline restoration, erosion control, and water access to the Bark
River

$2,000

•

Provide enhanced signage for adjacent trails, riverwalk access, water sport take-out areas, and
Cushing Park monuments and history

$1,000

•

Formulate a specific plan to maintain the fort and enhance this park into the future to avoid a
piecemeal end result

N/A

•

Paint City’s blue logo on tallest tower

$500

•

Install a gazebo/picnic shelter with electricity for group picnic and family activities

$5,000

•

Evaluate tree type, age, health and general condition to provide for long term replacement

Ongoing

MID TERM ENRICHMENTS
•

Install drinking fountain in front of restroom

$2-$3,000

•

Add north Bark River trail and shoreline as part of Cushing Park; contingent upon securing an
easement from St. John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors

TBD

LONG TERM VISION
•

Cap/re-landscape/update culvert drainage between parking lot and restroom to avoid standing water

$2-$5,000

•

Evaluate soccer field and goals; include shade trees and other alternative uses

TBD

•

Consider consultant services for the installation and use of a splash pad

$2,500

•

Establish trail (made of asphalt, crushed rock trail, or traffic bond) through the park to the
neighboring Bark River Court access point on the NW portion of the park to enhance and channel
flow for bikers, walkers, and runners. Add a sign at the entrance.

$51,000 asphalt/
$36,000 cr’d rock

•

Evaluate potential trail to the Obelisk in the park

$1,500
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SUMMARY
Cushing Memorial Park is a fantastic City resource that benefits from inherent natural beauty, historical significance, and an ongoing
investment by the community. It has tremendous potential to be enhanced even further to educate and entertain while maintaining its
conservancy-like atmosphere. Ongoing investment to preserve the amenities that exist (Fort Cushing play set, memorials, trees, water
access, river shoreline, open space, trails, shelter, etc.…) is required. A long-term vision for this park, along with its steady execution, is
essential to preserve this asset for the future.

RANKED PRIORITIES
•
•
•
•
•
•

Continue improvements to the shoreline restoration, erosion control, watercraft take-out area, and Bark River access
Add north Bark River trail and shoreline as part of the park; contingent upon securing an easement from St John’s Northwestern
Academies and/or its successors
Provide moderate maintenance, parts replacement, and structural repair to the Fort Cushing play structure
Develop a walking/biking/running trail along the Bark River shoreline to connect the east parking lot with the NW corner with
an access link to the next-door neighborhood at Bark River Court
Installation of gazebo/picnic shelter
Evaluate long-term soccer field use and possible alternatives to access the river
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Firemen’s Park is a
destination park in the
center of the City with a
great mix of sporting and
play equipment to serve
all ages

FIREMEN’S PARK
OVERVIEW / CURRENT STATUS
Firemen’s Park is one of the most popular parks in the City. Its 7.5 acres has full facilities, including bleachers and shelter, to house large
picnic events and baseball/softball leagues/tournaments. It has a variety of children’s play equipment and the City Park System’s only
basketball court. The mix of open space, along with mature trees, provides relief from the sun and shielding for the surrounding homes. It
is accessible by a walking/biking path encircling the park and connected to the sidewalk on Milwaukee Street, leading to Genesee Street
and downtown Delafield.

SHORT TERM REQUIREMENTS

ESTIMATED COST

•

Upgrade playground equipment

TBD

•

Add climbing or spinning structure for playground area

N/A

•

Continue maintenance of the benches on the walking pathway in the park

$250

•

Extend fencing on eastside of park between Main Street and Milwaukee Street

$2,500

•

Continue to maintain surface and baskets of the basketball court

$500

MID TERM ENRICHMENTS
•

Expand on the Firemen theme with play equipment, signage, and art

$5,000

•

Add a paved path along south border of park

$5,000

•

Convert the basketball court to be multi-use (basketball, tennis, pickleball, etc.)

$15,000

•

Add an exercise station along trail and pathway in the park

$1,500

LONG TERM VISION
•

Consider possible feature addition in open space

$4,000

•

Consider consultant services for the installation and use of a splash pad

$2,500
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SUMMARY
Firemen’s Park is a heavily used, centrally located park, providing for a variety of activities and events, including, but not limited to, a
baseball field maintained by the City, shelter, and seating, as well as a full basketball court. It also has a substantial children’s play area
with a fire truck play-set as a great theme piece that can be expanded to increase the park’s charm and interest.

RANKED PRIORITIES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Improve safety of pedestrian and cyclist access
Provide ongoing equipment maintenance, replacement, and
upgrade
Extend fencing on eastside of park between Main Street and
Milwaukee Street
Add a paved path along the south border of the park near the
shelter
Address parking issue during peak times, for example, during the
Fourth of July parade
Expand on the Firemen theme with play equipment, signage and
art
Continue maintenance of the benches on the walking pathway in
the park
Consider the future construction of a multi-sport use tennis court
and pickleball court, along with an upgrade and continued
maintenance of the basketball court
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The Fish Hatchery Sports
Complex offers a wide
variety of full-sized sports
fields, including soccer,
baseball, softball,
volleyball…and fishing!

FISH HATCHERY BUILDING AND SPORTS AREA PARK
OVERVIEW / CURRENT STATUS
This park is anchored by the historic Fish Hatchery Building, which is popular for recreation programs and many special events, including
weddings, birthdays, photo shoots, music, entertainment, the arts, education, and Promotion and Tourism/Chamber of Commerce
activities, such as Breakfast with the Reindeer. The nearby pond includes a boardwalk on the north and south sides. The pond is stocked
each Spring by the Park and Recreation Commission, and the Commission also holds a fishing clinic every spring for area youth.
The Fish Hatchery Sports Area offers well-maintained fields for soccer, baseball, softball and sand volleyball games, leagues and
practices. This includes current lighting for volleyball use and the potential lighting for the soccer field and any future ice rink activities.
It also includes on premises and nearby parking to support large events, including picnics and tournaments with a powered, covered
pavilion. The bleachers, pavilion, fencing, play equipment and fields are in great condition for such a well-used facility. The children’s
play set placement allows for mutual access for the park/baseball diamond and the Veterans Memorial Riverwalk users.
The park is proximate to downtown Delafield, the Riverwalk, Lake Country Recreation Trail, Paul Sandgren Recreational Trail
connecting to Lapham Peak State Park, Public Safety buildings, and the Fish Hatchery. This contributes to the overall synergy of the
area. It also provides an area adjacent to the municipal parking lot for special events such as the annual City of Delafield Block Party,
along with the Farmers Market. Further, it is centrally located in the downtown area providing for easy walking access to outdoor eating
and drinking establishments with live music and entertainment. In addition, it provides direct access to the Bark River, the Liberty Park
Bridge, Liberty Park, and various memorial sites, along with a future performance stage at Liberty Park, facilitating more unique
entertainment and community related activities in a park setting.
The increase in population in the City center brings additional usage to this park. Specifically, the increased use of the Lake Country
Recreation Trail and future downtown development will bring more traffic and business to the area. This will require amenities to be
added.

SHORT TERM REQUIREMENTS

ESTIMATED COST

•

Improve greater access points to the Bark River, including, but not limited to, an additional
boardwalk, bench, and landing along the VMR/Ice Age Trail

$9,000

•

Improve maintenance of Bark River shoreline, including memorial sites, between Genesee Street
Bridge and Cushing Memorial Park

TBD
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•

Provide additional bicycle racks and benches

$1,000

•

Consider the installation and use of an ice skating rink at the soccer field

$1,000

•

Establish trail map display and sign

$750

•

Obtain City easement from St. John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors for public
access to, and use of the trail and shoreline on the north side of the Bark River between the Liberty
Park Bridge and Cushing Memorial Park

TBD

•

Obtain City easement from St. John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors for the
roadway between Exeter Street and the north end of Liberty Park for full public access to the Park,
the Bark River, and downtown Delafield

MID TERM ENRICHMENTS
•

Continue the boardwalk around the pond

$10,000

•

Add a multi-use court for activities such as basketball, tennis, and pickleball, etc.

$20,000

•

Design a portage rest stop for downtown business patronage, including signage

$1,000 for design

LONG TERM VISION
•

Establish permanent restroom and drinking fountain facilities at this park

$200,000

•

Explore other sport and non-sport amenities that would benefit residents

N/A

•

Establish collaboration for a potential performance stage with its organizers at Liberty Park for
various events, festivals, and other related activities

TBD

•

Conduct due diligence inquiry into the potential development of a gathering entrance point at the
NW corner of the municipal parking lot near the Liberty Park Bridge, leading to Liberty Park, the
VMR/Ice Age Trail, and the Fish Hatchery building

$20,000

PARK MAP/LOCATION
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Picture above shows a red arrow point to the existing port-a-potties, and a blue square showing the potential location of a permanent restroom and
drinking fountain facility. Facility would be modeled after the facility at Cushing Park.
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Location of a future basketball court

PICTURES
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SUMMARY
The Fish Hatchery Building has historical value and is a beautiful structure in the heart of the City. Many weddings and other special
events are held at this site. The Sports Area provides large open space for multiple sporting activities with well-graded fields, powered
pavilion, play area, parking, lighting, and portable restrooms to support local team play and practice. The park location should be
leveraged to provide additional activities that draw people to support the adjacent trail systems, parks, businesses, access to and use of the
Bark River, and downtown attractions, such as the annual City of Delafield Block Party, Art Walks, the Farmers Market, and other
cultural/community events and activities, including a future performance stage in Liberty Park. A permanent restroom facility would also
benefit park users.

RANKED PRIORITIES
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Increase greater access to and use of the Bark River with additional boardwalk, bench, and landing along the VMR/Ice Age Trail
Consider the installation and use of an ice skating rink at the soccer field
Improve lighting for use at the soccer field and potential ice skating rink
Improve maintenance of Bark River shoreline - including plantings, flowers, and trees
Continue collaboration with Friends of Bark River to remove invasive species, diseased or dead trees, and other debris along the
shoreline
Improve the maintenance of memorial sites along the Bark River shoreline
Obtain City easement from St. John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors for public access on the north side of the
Bark River between Liberty Park and Cushing Memorial Park
Obtain City easement from St. John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors for a roadway between Exeter Street and
the north end of Liberty Park for full public access to the Park, the Bark River, and downtown Delafield
Complete the boardwalk around the pond
Add a multi-use sports court
Continue to support and promote downtown attractions and business establishments, including, but not limited to, the annual
Block Party, Art Walks, the Farmers Market, future performance stage in Liberty Park, and other cultural/community events
Establish permanent restroom and drinking fountain facilities at this park
Provide additional bicycle racks and benches
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LOIS JENSEN NATURE PRESERVE
OVERVIEW / CURRENT STATUS
Unique among the City's parks, the Lois Jensen Nature Preserve is an unspoiled 30-acre
tract of native woods, crossed by natural trails. Dappled sunlight, birdsong, and a sense of
peace enchant those who visit.
The Preserve lies between Vettelson Road and Lake Nagawicka, giving access to the kettle
portion of the lake. The kettle dates from the time of the glaciers that formed so many of
the geologic features of the Kettle Moraine area. Fittingly, access is only by foot, helping
to preserve the delicate ecology of the area.
Summer uses include hiking, fishing, kayaking and swimming in Lake Nagawicka. Winter
uses include access for ice fishing, as well as winter walks. Cross-country skiers can break their own trails for a "road less travelled"
experience. The natural trails provide exploration of woods and wetlands, traversing the Preserve both north to south from Vettelson
Road to the lake, and east to west from Lake Country School to Dickten Park in Nashotah.
The trail entrance on Vettelson Road has two parking areas along the south shoulder for safe loading and unloading. Per the City’s
comprehensive trail system, which encircles Lake Nagawicka and the City of Delafield, consideration should be given to the development
of a paved hiking/biking trail on the south side of Vettelson Road between Nagawicka Road and Lakeland Drive. At the trailhead are
sanitation stations, with a trash receptacle and doggie station. Dogs are allowed off leash under verbal control, as Lois Jensen Preserve is
the only City park where the leash rule does not apply.
Regulated deer hunting was piloted in the park for the first time during the 2018 – 2019 season to reduce the deer population in the City;
the City plans to continue deer culling until the population has been reduced to its target limits.

SHORT TERM REQUIREMENTS

ESTIMATED COST

•

Clear and mulch existing major north-south trails, recruiting volunteers

N/A

•

Develop and establish walking/ hiking trails with neighboring agencies like Lake Country School

N/A

MID TERM ENRICHMENTS
•

Establish permanent paved east/west trail for walking, biking, and hiking along Vettelson Road to
Lakeland Drive (labor and budget to be included in conjunction with the next Vettelson Road
paving project)

TBD

•

Enlarge parking areas as needed

N/A

LONG TERM VISION
•

Conduct feasibility study regarding cross-country ski paths

$1,000

•

Explore designation as bird sanctuary

N/A

SUMMARY
This park provides year-round activities for citizens. The focus is on the enjoyment of Delafield’s natural resources. Future connections to
the area trail network will enable more residents to experience this park. It will also facilitate the primary goal of the trail system to
encircle Lake Nagawicka and the City of Delafield.
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Boys float down the
revitalized Bark River
corridor in downtown
Delafield and visitors
enjoy the new St.
John’s Genesee Street
Park Plaza

PLANNING AREA – CREATION OF NEW PARKS AND DEVELOPMENT OF EXISTING PARKS
The City has created and developed new parks such as Liberty Park and the St. John’s Genesee Street Park Plaza located along the Bark
River in downtown Delafield.
It has also developed, in part, existing parks such as the 39-acre parcel, located on the NE corner of Oakwood Road and HWY 83,
referred to as Oakwood Community Park; Oak Street Park; and Bleeker Street Boat Launch.
It has further plans to develop an 8-acre parcel and 4-acre parcel adjacent to St. Joan of Arc in the NW Quadrant referred to as the KnoffBinkowski parcels; a proposed 9-acre parcel along the Bark River Conservancy Corridor, located NW of Wee Know Preschool on the
west side of HWY 83, referred to as the proposed NE Quadrant parcel; a connector trail and park area along the north side of the Bark
River between Liberty Park and Cushing Park. All such plans are consistent with the vision and overall plan of the City to encircle Lake
Nagawicka and the City of Delafield with a comprehensive trail system. See City of Delafield 2030 Comprehensive Plan.
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Liberty Park has the
potential to be a
centerpiece for civic
activity

LIBERTY PARK
OVERVIEW / CURRENT STATUS
The City owns land adjacent to the Veterans Memorial Riverwalk (VMR/Ice Age Trail), the Bark River, and the downtown. The land is
also adjacent to St John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors, and a large City parking lot that is used as festival and event
space for the City. The land across the Bark River, north of the parking lot, is now called Liberty Park.
Maps of the parking lot (circled in red), and Liberty Park (outlined in blue) are below on page 35. The boundaries of the lot are noted in
the aerial photo below with boundaries shown in red.

Liberty Park has a natural connection to the Veterans Memorial Riverwalk (VMR/Ice Age Trail), St. John’s Northwestern Academies
and/or its successors, and the Liberty Park Bridge that connects the parcel to the municipal parking lot.
The goals for the park are to create:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ways to honor Veterans
Destination for the VMR
Support for the Ice Age Trail
New space for City events
Outdoor stage and park area for concerts, exhibits, presentations, and performing arts
Establish path around park with benches, bicycle racks, picnic tables, memorials, and sculptures
Provide adequate lighting, permanent restrooms, and video surveillance for the public use of the park
Open space
Connect park with trail in wooded area on the north side of the Bark River between Liberty Park and Cushing Memorial Park
Collaborate with St. John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors to secure a City easement on the roadway on the north end
of Liberty Park to Exeter Road to provide full public access to the park, Bark River, and downtown Delafield
Collaborate with St. John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors to secure a City easement on the trail and shoreline of the
north side of the Bark River between Liberty Park and Cushing Memorial Park
Collaborate with St. John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors on events, activities, and projects, which inure to the
benefit of the City, its residents, and the public at large.
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CURRENT CONDITION
The park is owned by the City of Delafield. It is adjacent to St. John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors to the north and
west of the parcel.
Liberty Park is bordered by the Bark River to the south. The Veterans Memorial Riverwalk/Ice Age Trail follows the course of the river in
an east/west direction on the south side of the park adjacent to the river.
There is a bridge over the Bark River connecting Liberty Park to the VMR/Ice Age Trail. This bridge is called Liberty Park Bridge. The
area of the park was once a fish hatchery pond. It is located in a flood plain.
Overhead view of the parcel of Liberty Park.

Entrance to Liberty Park
Park and Recreation 5-year plan 2020 – 2024

Local family at 5K Fun Run to raise money for Liberty Park Stage
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PICTURES

Entrance to Liberty Park

View of the park from the municipal parking lot
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The park enjoys multiple uses, including playing ball
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PARK PLANS
A gravel path (red line) will be established encircling the open spaces of the park. This path will connect with the existing VMR/Bark
River/Ice Age Trail (white line) on the south side of the park. This trail (white) has been established on the south and east portions of the
park along the Bark River and the Liberty Park Bridge (dark blue). Most of the park will continue to be planted with grass. A gravel
pathway (purple) has also been established between the Bark River Trail and Liberty Park in the NE corner of the park.
The performance stage (blue rectangle) that has electrical service would be at the north end of the park. A Veterans Memorial (orange
heptagon) would be on the west side of the park on the top of the small hill. A permanent restroom (light green) would be located near
the Veterans Memorial.
The park would be lighted for safety and evening use. Lighting will also be installed on the Bark River/Ice Age Trail between Liberty
Park and Genesee Street. Benches, bicycle racks, picnic tables, memorials, sculptures, and informational signs would be located
throughout the park. Video surveillance would be installed.
Note: the yellow line is the boundary of the parcel
.

The future of Liberty Park
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REQUIREMENTS AND CONSIDERATIONS: TERRAIN AND SURROUNDING AREA
Factors and goals for the terrain are:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Development has already occurred on the north/south gravel pathway in the middle of the park, the curved east/west pathway
between the Bark River Trail and the east portion of the park, and the Bark River Trail on the north side of the river
Path materials are natural, lightly crushed limestone
Electricity should be installed
o Will require electric cabling to be run through the park
o Outlets should be available with lighting to facilitate events that will occur in the park
o Add at least two light poles for nighttime lighting
o Add a surveillance camera, per Delafield Police Department request
Flower beds
o Type of flowers should be low maintenance, and are open to further design
Benches, bike racks, picnic tables, memorials, and sculptures
Most of the area of the park should continue to be grass
Riverbank by the Liberty Park Bridge has been restored with new plantings and will continue to be maintained
A due diligence inquiry should be considered to determine whether or not the City should install a paved gathering place located
at the NW corner of the municipal parking lot leading to the Liberty Park Bridge and into Liberty Park to welcome the public to
enjoy and use the park, the Bark River, and the VMR/Ice Age Trail
Obtain City easement from St. John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors to promote public access to, use of, and
maintenance of the trail and shoreline on the north side of the Bark River
Obtain City easement from St. John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors on the roadway on the north end of Liberty
Park to Exeter Street to provide full public access to the park, the Bark River, and downtown Delafield

STAGE
•
•
•

A performance stage will be incorporated in the park design, and located at the north end of the park facing south
Electrical power into the stage area should be sufficient to support sound and light systems of significant amperage, and should
be three phase electrical service
This stage would not replace the need for single use rental stages for large civic events
Sample stage concept
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St. John’s Park provides a big
dose of Lake Country beauty and
fun in a small area in downtown
Delafield. The new Park Plaza
provides a complimentary
addition and gathering place for
all to enjoy.

ST. JOHN’S PARK ON GENESEE STREET
OVERVIEW / CURRENT STATUS
St. John’s Park on Genesee Street (final park name TBD) is located in the heart of downtown Delafield, along the shorelines of St. John’s
Bay (Lake Nagawicka) and the Bark River. It consists of a fishing pond with fountain, fishing pier, access to personal watercraft activity,
kayak, canoe, and paddle board take out point, walking loop, picnic tables, ice skating shelter, and wild flowers, all of which are presented
within the natural beauty and setting found in this small 5.5 acre footprint. It provides the public with an intimate connection and look into
the unique character of the Delafield experience.
In addition, the Park is now comprised of the complimentary new Park Plaza on Genesee Street at the south end of the pond and along the
Bark River. The Plaza has become a great gathering place year-round for Delafield residents, visitors, and the public at large. It is the
natural centerpiece of the downtown for public access to its waterways, trails, and intimate beauty of the surrounding area, all within
walking and visual distance. The Plaza provides for direct access to the Genesee Street Bridge, the Bark River, and St. John’s Bay for
fishing, watercraft activities, winter sports, and other more reflective and interactive benefits. Its swinging benches, picnic tables,
landscaping, overlook and use of the pond and its fountain, and Lake Nagawicka add to the mix of the natural canvas upon which its
paints a true picture and character of Delafield for the public to observe, use, and appreciate.

SHORT TERM REQUIREMENTS

ESTIMATED COST

•

Place donated bronze sculptures in Park Plaza

$1,000

•

Improve pathway access for and portage of personal watercraft linking St. John’s Bay (Lake
Nagawicka) and the Bark River

$1,000

•

Consider, evaluate, and conduct due diligence inquiry into the potential installation of boat slips and
pier for public boat access along the shoreline of St. John’s Bay with downtown Delafield

$5,000

•

Add brush/ fallen logs to river in park to establish additional habitat for fish and other wildlife

N/A

MID TERM ENRICHMENTS
•

On a cost benefit basis, consider the results of the due diligence inquiry related to the potential for
up to 13 pontoon slips for public access to the downtown, including businesses, and access to St
John’s Park shoreline and Bark River. Funding for this project may include the possibility of slip
rental (est. $3,000 per slip, per year) for City of Delafield non-lake residential property owners as a
way to pay off the capital investment over time.

$10,000 PER SLIP

•

Consider adding ice skating rink near warming shelter

$1,000
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•

Expand parking

TBD

LONG TERM VISION
•

Consider other alternatives to connect and link boating access between St. John’s Bay (Lake
Nagawicka) and downtown Delafield

TBD

PARK MAP/LOCATION

PICTURES
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PICTURES (CONTINUED)
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SUMMARY
St. John’s Park is a picturesque park that showcases the beauty of Lake Country right in downtown.
Delafield’s ongoing investment to preserve access to the lake/pond and to maintain the foliage is
enjoyed by all. It is a key focal point in the downtown area that enables residents, visitors, and pubic
alike to explore Lake Nagawicka and the Bark River year-round.
The new Park Plaza is a positive step to advance and protect parks and recreation in the City of
Delafield. In this respect, it is truly a wonderful gathering place, which also links the boating,
fishing, watercraft, winter sports, and other outdoor enthusiasts with the downtown, for all to use and
enjoy.

RANKED PRIORITIES
•
•
•
•
•

Place the donated sculptures in the new park Plaza
Add brush/fallen log to river in park to establish additional habitat for fish
Improve pathway for public access and portage of personal watercraft connecting the St. John’s Bay shoreline (Lake Nagawicka)
with the Bark River
Consider the installation and use of the ice skating rink adjacent to St. John’s pond
Consider and evaluate the potential addition of boat slips and pier for improved public boating access to the St. John’s Bay
shoreline (Lake Nagawicka), Bark River, and link to downtown Delafield
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Oakwood Community Park
is now a year-round center
for outdoor activity

OAKWOOD COMMUNITY PARK
OVERVIEW / CURRENT STATUS
Oakwood Community Park is located on Oakwood Road west of HWY 83. It is the largest City park in Delafield. Development of this
39-acre open green space park, formerly farmland, is in progress.
The initial development has included the sowing of native wildflowers and mowing of a path for hiking, dog walking, and peaceful
reflection. A gravel access and small parking lot have been placed. Trees have been planted both to delineate park borders and shield
neighbors from park activity.
A nine-hole disc golf course has been established and has seen a substantial amount of play since opening in 2014. The organization of
leagues has generated income for course upkeep. All concrete tee pads have been permanently installed. A portable restroom is provided
near the parking lot area.
An outdoor ice skating rink debuted in 2013 and is used during the winter season for both hockey and ice skating.

SHORT TERM REQUIREMENTS

ESTIMATED COST

•

Rough grade acreage along Oakwood Road

$3,000/ACRE

•

Review continuation of ice skating rink as opposed to other alternative sites

N/A

MID TERM ENRICHMENTS
•

Grade fields

$200/ACRE

•

Add grass, tree and wildflower plantings; cost dependent on final agreed upon plan

N/A

•

If ice rink retained, build warming shed or shelter for rink in winter and for shade in summer (slab
$4k, insulated shed $15k, seating $5k, electricity $10k, water $10k)

$44,000

•

Add drinking fountains (assuming water already available at shed)

$1,000

•

Review and consider plans for multi-sport usage of park, including potentially soccer fields, tennis
courts, basketball courts, baseball fields, and pickleball courts

TBD

LONG TERM VISION
•

Create plans to build Recreation Center Building

$2,000

•

Create plans to build picnic shelter with handicap access

$600

•

Add lighting for greater access to, and use of outdoor activities

$1,000
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•

Consider adding children’s play area with play structures, splash pad, and/or wading pool

TBD

•

Evaluate adding a dog park

N/A

•

Repair and upgrade retention pond for proper flow of water south

TBD

•

Consider construction and development of a paved east/west public hiking/biking trail along the
north side of Oakwood Road between Nagawicka Road and HWY 83

TBD

•

Conduct due diligence inquiry into the potential construction and development of a paved
south/north hiking/biking trail on the west side of HWY 83 between Golf Road and HWY16 in
collaboration with Waukesha County. This trail passes Naga-Waukee County Park and Oakwood
Community Park on the west side of HWY 83

TBD

•

Consider collaboration with potential future developer on any new development of the parcel just
north of Oakwood Community Park to protect and promote the use of open green space, paved
public biking/hiking trails, and the natural beauty of the park consistent with the City of Delafield
2030 Comprehensive Plan

TBD

PARK MAP/LOCATION
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PICTURES

SUMMARY
This park now provides year-round activities for citizens. Until City finances make additional development possible, this park should be
maintained and improved as a low cost, high value park, with potential for multi-sport and other non-sport uses.

RANKED PRIORITIES
§
§
§
§

Grade fields
Pave roadway access into the park and parking lot
Review continuation of ice skating rink
Add grass, tree, and wildflower plantings
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OAK STREET PARK
OVERVIEW / CURRENT STATUS
Located at the north end of Oak
Street in downtown Delafield, this
small open space park offers views
of Lake Nagawicka and St. John’s
Bay from the peaceful green lawn
on the lakefront. Shoreline
preservation and restoration projects
have included plantings and riprap
placement.

Community response has shown interest in further development, including lake access for watercraft activity such as kayaks, canoes,
paddle boards, inflatable rafts, and limited boating access for drop-offs and pick-ups. This park has both picnic tables and refuse
containers. It can be further enhanced with the installation of a viewing bench as well as continual maintenance of the lakeshore and
landscaping, which can provide a multitude of opportunities for community involvement.

SHORT TERM REQUIREMENTS

ESTIMATED COST

•

Expand and maintain shoreline entrance of a mulched pathway for lake access

N/A

•

Repair shoreline restoration plantings and riprap

$1,500

•

Continue cutting down overgrown flower bed, and reseeding with grass

$250

•

Follow up with DPW to maintain grounds and landscaping

N/A

•

Encourage volunteers to participate in the preservation, protection, and maintenance of the plantings
within the park

N/A

•

Add bench with City logos

$250

•

Promote identification, usage, and access of Oak Street Park as park land for public use

N/A

•

Preserve citizen views of the lake, sunsets, shorelines, and fireworks

N/A

MID TERM ENRICHMENTS
•

Replant circular flower bed located away from waterfront

$500

•

Install signage visible from the lake that identifies the spot as a park

$1,000

LONG TERM VISION
•

Create mulch pathway connecting street side fencing and lake access path

$500

SUMMARY
The smallest of the City’s parks, Oak Street provides an additional launch spot for kayaks, canoes, paddle boards, and other similar
watercraft, along with a picnic and viewing area. It also provides a limited drop-off/pick-up area for boats. The Commission will continue
to explore ways to enhance this area.
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BLEEKER STREET BOAT LAUNCH
OVERVIEW / CURRENT STATUS

The boat ramp, pier, and canoe/ kayak launch on Bleeker Street at St. John’s Bay all provide year-round facilities for launching
watercraft, fishing opportunities, swimming, snow and ice-related winter activities, sunset views, and wildlife sightings. The launch area
also has shoreline restoration and landscaping, including flowers, plantings, and shrubbery maintained by the City and its volunteers,
which will be continued.
The launch area has ample parking space available for vehicles and trailers, limited to a Delafield Resident Sticker required for parking.
The high volume of usage during the summer months is limited by the storage of the City weed harvesters at the secondary pier to the east
of the boat launch, which could be used for boat docking or fishing, if alternative summer storage is provided for the harvesting
equipment. The weed harvesters are stored on DPW property in the off-season. The construction of a permanent bathroom would replace
the temporary portable toilet now in use and provide launch users with modern sanitation and hand washing facilities. The use of running
water at the boat launch area would allow boaters to rinse their watercraft to prevent the proliferation of invasive water species. Current
signage providing notice to the boaters to rinse their boats and protect against invasive species shall continue.

SHORT TERM REQUIREMENTS

ESTIMATED COST

•

Maintain launching area, dock, parking area, and grounds

N/A

•

Continue shoreline restoration, landscaping, and maintenance by the City DPW and community
volunteers – including shrubbery, flowers, plantings, etc.

$500

•

Encourage plantings near launch signage

$500

•

Preserve citizen views of the lake, sunsets, shorelines, and fireworks

N/A

MID TERM ENRICHMENTS
•

Explore alternative summer storage for weed harvesters

N/A

•

Conduct design study for cost/benefit analysis of permanent bathroom facilities

$5,000

LONG TERM VISION
•
•

Build permanent bathroom facilities, if warranted
Evaluate potential hosing station at launch for rinsing watercraft

$200,000
$3,000

SUMMARY
The boat ramp, pier, and canoe/kayak launch at Bleeker Street on St. John’s Bay represent important parts of a City owned park, which
provides year round facilities for launching watercraft, fishing, swimming, winter snow and ice-related activities, sunset views, and
wildlife sightings. Bleeker Street enables Delafield residents and vistors with an additional point of access to enjoy St. John’s Bay and
Lake Nagawicka. As usage is likely to increase, the City will consider enhancements to the park.
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NW QUADRANT PARCELS
The NW corner of the City of Delafield should have a community park to serve the recreational needs of the residents, visitors, and public
at large at some point in the future. A neighborhood park will be needed to serve the area, and it should be able to be used for both active
and passive recreation. As previously outlined in the 2015-2019 Five-Year Plan, an 8-acre neighborhood park parcel adjacent to St. Joan
of Arc School (on the south side of Nashotah Road) will provide a great space to meet these needs. The land is also to be used in
conjunction with a smaller 4-acre parcel just to the north of Nashotah Road. This property is referred to jointly as the Knoff-Binkowski
parcels. There are currently no approved plans for formal development of either parcel. They are both beautiful, natural areas with a
variety of wooded and open spaces.
The current Plan is for the 8-acre parcel to serve as a hub for paved public biking and hiking trails, which will eventually complete a circle
around Lake Nagawicka and the City of Delafield as a whole. The smaller 4-acre Knoff parcel will serve as an access easement to the
north and west, allowing the City of Delafield to connect recreational trails to points west through Oconomowoc. Specifically, these trails
travel east/west starting at Lakeland Drive/Rasmus/Vettelson Road along the ATC right-of-way through the Glen Parc subdivision, Knoff
parcel, and Binkowski parcel, to Sawyer Road in the Village of Oconomowoc Lake. These trails would continue south on Sawyer Road to
its intersection with Nashotah Road. The trail continues further east on Nashotah Road to Mission Road. At Mission Road, the trail
continues south past Nashotah House to Oakwood Drive in the City of Delafield. Additionally, there should be collaboration between the
City of Delafield and the Village of Nashotah to develop a connecting paved public east/west trail on Nashotah Road from Lakeland
Drive in the Village of Nashotah to Mission Road in the City of Delafield. Further, there should be a north/south connector public paved
trail between the ATC right-of-way on the north direct to Nashotah Road through the Knoff-Binkowski parcels on the south.
These parts of the Plan are consistent with the overall theme of the 5-Year Plan to encircle Lake Nagawicka and the City of Delafield via
paved public hiking/biking trails with appropriate destination points. In this respect, the NW Quadrant Plan would involve other
communities, including, but not limited to, the Village of Nashotah, the Village of Oconomowoc Lake, the Village of Summit, and nearby
Nashotah Park (Waukesha County) off HWY C. Nashotah Park offers beautiful hiking, cross country ski trails, and snowshoe trails, along
with fishing lakes, and a dog park. This is truly a Regional park and trail system.
Furthermore, these parcels provide valuable open spaces and will at some point be ready for development. Future needs may include an
interior road to the park and a parking lot, a shelter at the trailhead, and trail development and improvements. New phases may also
include playing fields and play structures. The Park and Recreation Commission recommends that these amenities, when and if they are
constructed, in the absence of a developer agreement with the City to the contrary, be provided and maintained by the developer of the
adjacent residential area and be consistent with City standards. However, it is also recognized by the Park and Recreation Commission
that these parks may become passive in nature and effect without any active playing fields/structures per an agreement involving the City
and the developer related to these parcels. For example, a park created at the intersection of Mission Road and the Village of Nashotah
connecting trails and destination points may be better suited for a passive park, trail, or other appropriate uses.
Together, these parcels give the City of Delafield the ability to connect and expand both existing and future paved public hiking and
biking trails. Maintenance of these public trails will be the responsibility of the City, subject to any agreement reached between the City
and the developer. This will be an asset to all residents, visitors, and the public at large, as Delafield joins surrounding communities to
work together to establish a master plan to connect existing parks and recreational areas with destination points throughout the Lake
Country area, Waukesha County, and the State via a comprehensive paved trail system.
(see maps on following page)

Park and Recreation 5-year plan 2020 – 2024

Page 49

City of Delafield

PARCEL MAP/LOCATION
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NE QUADRANT FUTURE PARCEL
The City of Delafield has identified a parcel of land approximately 10 acres located just west of HWY 83 and NW of the Wee Know
Preschool. It is located along the Bark River Corridor and would provide green space and passive park use for residents. This parcel has
the potential to add access to the Bark River and connection to the biking/hiking path that will eventually circle Lake Nagawicka when it
is completed.

PARCEL MAP/LOCATION
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BARK RIVER

DEFINITION OF PLANNING ZONES
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

7.

Mill Road Bridge
a. Mill Road Bridge to Cushing Park Road and Cushing Memorial Park
The River through Downtown
a. Cushing Park Road along the Bark River/VMR/Ice Age Trail to Genesee Street (HWY C) Bridge
Transition from River to Lake
a. Genesee Street Bridge to St. John’s Park and shoreline, Park Plaza, Lake Nagawicka Dam, and St. John’s Bay
Lake Nagawicka
Transition from Lake Nagawicka back to the Bark River
a. Bark River current flows into and through Lake Nagawicka
b. Bark River continues its flowage to Nagawicka Road
Lake Nagawicka continues flowing east to Farmland and potential residential/park development
a. Nagawicka Road to HWY 83
b. Includes bridge over HWY 83
Ice Age Wetlands
a. Flowage into the City of Hartland Park
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ZONES 1, 2, 3 – SOUTH WEST SECTION OF THE BARK RIVER DOWNSTREAM FROM LAKE
NAGAWICKA

ZONES 5, 6, AND WETLANDS – NORTH EAST SECTION OF THE BARK RIVER UPSTREAM FROM
LAKE NAGAWICKA
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The Bark River Friends
Group of volunteers
work to protect the
Bark River and its
shoreline

FRIENDS OF BARK RIVER
The Friends of Bark River was organized in May 2015 by former Park and Recreation Commission Chairperson Chris Smith and current
Park and Recreation Commission Chairperson Jim Reiher as a group of volunteers to clean up the north and south shorelines of the Bark
River. This included debris in the River, between St. John’s Bay on the east side and Mill Road on the west side of the City of Delafield.
Since that time, there have been 36 work days and over 580 work hours performed by volunteers in furtherance of this activity.
The clean up has included the removal of invasive species, diseased and dead trees, and other debris from the Bark River and its
shorelines, which interfered with the natural growth of plants, flowers, healthy trees and shrubs, grasses, and other shoreline benefits.
As a result of the above, the Bark River has become accessible, navigable, and available for use by canoers, kayakers, rafters, paddle
boarders, fishermen, swimmers, dogs, and wildlife. The Bark River Trail and Ice Age Trail have been cleared for hikers, bikers, walkers,
runners, naturalists, wildlife watchers, and the like.
There has been an expansion of light, space, and natural landscaping consistent with the flow and reflections of the Bark River. Step by
step, the vision of the Friends Group to bring healthy life to the Bark River and its shoreline in the City of Delafield out of a canopy of
darkness is being realized. As its stewards, the Friends Group shall continue to work together to protect this valuable resource and
advance the cause for the betterment of its natural setting, its relationship with the City’s residents, and its special presentation for visitors
to enjoy.
Enjoy the Bark River. It is a legacy worth pursuing and preserving in the City of Delafield.
For more information, you may contact Jim Reiher at jcr@dewittllp.com
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The Veterans Memorial
Riverwalk (VMR) along
the Bark River has
been a successful
addition to the city

Chapter 4
TRAILS, PATHS, ROUTES AND CONNECTORS
Citizen input has pointed to trails, paths, bike routes, and other non-motorized paths as the most appreciated and most desired amenities in
the City. The City of Delafield 2030 Comprehensive Plan stresses the importance of its responsibility to provide bicycle and pedestrian
facilities and services in creating healthy communities. In the City’s exercise of this responsibility, it recognizes the need to provide for
facilities to accommodate bicycle and pedestrian travel within neighborhoods, between residential areas and shopping centers, pools,
parks, and transit stops within or adjacent to the neighborhoods (see City 2030 Comprehensive Plan).
In this process the City supports SEWRPC 2035 Regional Transportation Plan recommendations, which include its position that the
bicycle and pedestrian element of the Plan is intended to promote safe accommodation for bicycle and pedestrian travel as an alternative
to personal vehicle travel. The City further agrees with the SEWRPC bicycle and facilities recommendation for new developments, which
provides for bicycle travel through bike paths by the new development. The City additionally supports the Regional Transportation Plan,
which includes Waukesha County working with municipalities and adjoining counties to coordinate trail planning. In furtherance thereof,
this Strategic Plan recommends a steady improvement and expansion of the public trail system for the City, which includes the
surrounding Lake Country area.
The primary and long-term focus and goal of this part of the Plan is to encircle Lake Nagawicka and the City with public trails connecting
and linking destination points for parks and recreation, neighborhoods, residents, businesses, and the public as a whole, including the
surrounding Lake Country area. As part of this process, the City is presented with a unique opportunity to publicly assume a leadership
role and express its commitment to a comprehensive trail system under this Plan as part of an active Delafield lifestyle, a positive and
interactive community culture, and protection of open and green space, consistent with the City’s natural beauty, abundant resources, and
shared boundaries to be enjoyed by all.
The City of Delafield has a good base of existing trails and is near a much larger network of inter-urban, county, and state trails. This
section will outline the current trails that are available, current plans for expanding trails, and outline efforts that should be made in the
next planning period consistent with the City 2030 Comprehensive Plan. All references to trails in this Plan refer to off-road public/paved
trails, unless described as gravel or other specific type trails.
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PRIORITIES AND PLANNING AREAS
Trails and paths are planned in an integrated and comprehensive fashion. The priorities for adopting plans for trails and paths are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Provide a safe method for citizens to walk, talk, bike, hike, run, and travel in and around Delafield. Wherever possible,
motorized and non-motorized activities should be separated, recognized, and respected by one another
Provide connections between destinations. Trails should link people and neighborhoods to destinations, and destinations to
destinations
Provide enjoyment, relaxation, and recreation that is fun, healthy, and interesting
Expand public access and usage
Complement and preserve existing neighborhood character and culture
Include water-based trails for boating, kayaking, paddle boarding, and canoeing in planning
This Plan provides the means by which City residents can move forward as a community to keep Delafield’s trails open,
accessible, and useable to the public in linking our parks and recreation areas to destination points for all to enjoy

The planning areas are divided into several areas of focus. Each area is discussed, and recommendations made. The planning areas are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Historic Downtown
NE Quadrant of the City
West Side of the City
NW Quadrant of the City
South of I-94
Bark River and Lake Nagawicka
Connections

OVERVIEW AND TRAIL PLANNING CONCEPTS
The Master Plan for public trails, paths, routes and connections has multiple purposes. The individual areas of planning combine to form
the overall master trail plan for the City of Delafield. The maps included in this section are a generalized outline of the location of trails.
They are not official planning maps and are provided for illustration purposes only. The orange and red lines represent existing and
proposed trails. The blue/purple line is the approximate path of the VMR/Ice Age hiking trail, and the Lake Country Recreation Trail.
Connect to Google Maps [Click Here] for an unofficial interactive map.
o

Develop a connecting hiking and biking trail to encircle the Delafield area; fourteen connectors are identified for
development, including, but not limited to, the following:
§ Extend trail on Nagawicka Road north to Vettelson Road
§

New east/west trail on Vettelson Road to Lakeland Drive (HWY C)

§

New east/west trail on ATC right-of-way between Lakeland Drive and Sawyer Road

§

Facilitate agreement with the Village of Oconomowoc Lake to create and develop new north/south paved trail
on Sawyer Road to Nashotah Road linked to ATC right-of-way

§

Facilitate agreement with the Village of Summit to create and develop new east/west paved trail on Nashotah
Road between Sawyer Road intersection and Mission Road

§

Facilitate agreement with the Village of Nashotah to create and develop a new east/west paved trail on
Nashotah Road between Lakeland Drive and Mission Road

§

New east/west trail on Mission Drive between Mission Road and HWY C

§

New north/south trail on Mission Road past Nashotah House to Valley/Oakwood Drive
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§

Connector trail along Oakwood Drive between HWY C (Genesee Street) and Mill Road

§

New north/south trail on eastside of Mill Road linking Oakwood Drive on the north with Lake Country
Recreation Trail on the south at West Main Street/ Delafield Road

§

Facilitate agreement with Waukesha County, Village of Summit, and any utility party in interest for a
connector of Lake Country Recreation Trail between Mill Road in Delafield and Lower Nemahbin Lake boat
launch (south) in the Village of Summit

§

New east/west trail on Oakwood Road between Nagawicka Road and HWY 83

§

New south/north trail on the west side of HWY 83 between Golf Road and HWY 16. This trail passes NagaWaukee County Park and Oakwood Community Park on the west side of HWY 83

§

Extend south/north trail on HWY C/Oakwood Drive intersection north to Copperfield Drive
o

Obtain Bicycle Friendly City designation for Delafield
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HISTORIC DOWNTOWN
This planning area focuses on downtown Delafield. The downtown has several existing parks,
and multiple commercial destinations. It serves as the crossroads for not only Delafield’s trail
system, but for regional trails such as the Lake Country Recreation Trail. The downtown is the
home of many community/special events, and citizens currently benefit from the trail access to
these events.
These trails include the following:
§
§
§
§
§

The east/west Lake Country Recreation Trail through downtown between Milwaukee
Street and Mill Road
The east/west paved sidewalk/trail on Milwaukee Street between Genesee Street and
Firemen’s Park
The south/north paved trail on Genesee Street (HWY C) between Liberty Park Bridge
and Oakwood Drive (Christ the King Church)
The east/west VMR/Ice Age Trail between the Genesee Street Bridge and Cushing
Memorial Park
The Paul Sandgren Recreational Trail - north to south - on Cushing Park Road between
Lake Country Recreation Trail and Glacial Drumlin Trail, with direct access to Lapham
Peak State Park and White Oak Conservancy subdivision (Town of Delafield) along the
way

GOALS AND PRIORITIES
Goal for this planning area: Continue to provide robust, safe public trail access for citizens to reach downtown destinations, and easy to
navigate, safe passage for citizens transiting the downtown.
The following are new trails to meet these downtown destinations for its citizens:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Extend the sidewalk trail on Milwaukee Street east between Firemen’s Park and Main Street
New east/west trail on Oakwood Drive between Genesee Street and Mill Road
Extend Genesee Street trail north between Oakwood Drive intersection (Christ the King Church) and Copperfield Drive. This
extension allows safe access to downtown from the various neighborhoods to the north on Genesee Street
New north/south trail on the east side of Mill Road between Oakwood/Valley Road and Lake Country Recreation Trail on West
Main Street/Delafield Road
Continue to explore City easement with St. John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors to create public access to, and
maintain a trail and shoreline connector north of the Bark River between Cushing Memorial Park and Liberty Park
Continue to explore City easement with St. John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors to create full public access to
the roadway between Exeter Street and Liberty Park
New gravel trail in Cushing Memorial Park between Fort Cushing and the adjoining neighborhood to the west
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NE QUADRANT OF THE CITY
This planning area focuses on the NE Quadrant of the City. A trail system is largely not developed in this area yet, so the goals and
priorities should be used as a guide as this area of the City is developed.
The Lois Jensen Nature Preserve has a network of walking/hiking trails along Vettelson Road. The trail system is connected to Lake
Country School on the east side, and the Village of Nashotah Dickten Park on the west side. The trails are used heavily by the school as a
nature center to support academic activity. In the winter, the park is also used by ice fisherman for access to Lake Nagawicka. Two
parking areas have been added in recent years to provide better access to the nature preserve. The nature preserve is represented in blue
on the map, page 61.
To the east of Lois Jensen Nature Preserve on the south side of Vettelson Road is Nagawicka Road (north-south) where University Lake
School is located (in brown on the map, page 61).
Nagawicka Road contains a paved hiking/biking path between the Water Leaf subdivision on the north and the southern section of
Nagawicka Road/Oakwood Road (in blue and yellow on maps, page. 61). This path connects Oakwood Community Park to University
Lake School and Lake Country School to further improve neighborhood connectivity.
The area further to the east of Nagawicka Road is primarily farmland. University Lake School is at the north end of the planning area, and
Oakwood Community Park is at the south end (in blue on the map, page. 63). The Bark River bisects the farmland, and the County has
designated a conservancy zone on either side of it. The City park planning map (see map on page 61) shows a 4-acre park to be
developed within the area of the Bark River Conservancy near HWY 83. Trail planning for this area should take each of these
destinations into consideration
With any new development, developers will be encouraged to incorporate multi-use public paths into their designs (See City 2030
Comprehensive Plan).

GOALS AND PRIORITIES
Goal for this planning area: Provide off road, multi-use trails connecting the destinations in this Quadrant that ultimately connect to
other trails in Delafield.
•

•

•
•

Since most of the area is farmland, and yet to be developed, make sure that the intent of the City is communicated to potential
developers. The goal of trails in this area is to connect the following destinations:
o Oakwood Community Park
o HWY 83
o Proposed City park near the Bark River and HWY 83 (by Wee Know School)
o Bark River green space
o Vettelson Road
o University Lake School
o Lake Country School
o Lois Jensen Nature Preserve
o Dickten Park in Nashotah
Create a nature path along the Bark River, extending the nature path that already exists in the Ice Age Wetland of Hartland. This
path should extend from Hartland to the Bark River entrance to Lake Nagawicka
o This plan for a future path is documented in Waukesha County’s trail planning
Coordinate with the Village of Nashotah to connect trails from Lois Jensen, through Dickten Park and downtown Nashotah to the
City of Delafield NW Quadrant (along Vettelson Road, connecting Nagawicka Road to HWY C)
New east/west hiking/biking trail connecting Vettelson Road between Nagawicka Road and Lakeland Drive
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•
•
•

New east/west hiking/biking trail on Oakwood Road adjacent to Oakwood Community Park connecting Nagawicka Road with
HWY 83
New biking/hiking trail on the west side of HWY 83 between Golf Road and HWY 16. This trail passes Naga-Waukee County
Park and Oakwood Community Park on the west side of HWY 83
Extension of hiking/biking trail on Nagawicka Road north to Vettelson Road
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EAST SIDE OF THE CITY
The dominant destinations on the east side of Delafield are Naga-Waukee County Park, which provides hiking, biking, camping,
swimming, boating, and fishing activities, and the commercial shopping areas on HWY 83 and Golf Road. Other destinations are
Oakwood Community Park to the north and Lake Country Recreation Trail from downtown Delafield to the east. Also, along this Trail, is
the Naga-Waukee Ice Arena, which provides various ice skating activities and instruction for the public. The connection from downtown
to Naga-Waukee Ice Arena, Naga-Waukee County Park, and the commercial area is provided by the Lake Country Recreation Trail.
The Ice Age Trail also passes through this area and makes use of city and county trails.
The neighborhood to the north of Naga-Waukee County Park is well developed, with no open land that can be used for an off-road park.
Bicycle signage to the next biking trail should be considered. The area does have a horse trail running through it, but there is not a desire
by the neighbors or the Commission to mix bi-directional traffic made up of horses, walkers, and bikers. The Commission will continue
to seek out alternatives to connect trails through this area, including bicycle signage.
There is, however, the possibility of creating a trail path along the eastern border of the City and Town of Delafield along an undeveloped
tract of land (orange on the map, page 63). This trail could then be leveraged for the City trail, and as an off-road path for the Ice Age
Trail.
The City also believes that a new east/west trail be established on Oakwood Road between Nagawicka Road and HWY 83 connecting the
downtown, Lake Country Recreation Trail, Nagawicka Road Trail, and other neighborhoods surrounding Oakwood Community Park
(green on the map, page 63).
The City further believes a path on the west side of HWY 83 will be valuable. That path should extend south/north between Golf Road
and HWY 16, passing Naga-Waukee Park and Oakwood Community Park along the way. The path would be partially on and partially off
road (green on map, page 63).

GOALS AND PRIORITIES
Goal for this planning area: Connect key destinations with off road trails.
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Continue support and use of the hiking, biking, camping, swimming, boating, and fishing activities in Naga-Waukee County
Park
Extend the biking and hiking path along the entire length of Nagawicka Road, incorporating the existing Water Leaf Path, to
Vettelson Road
New east/west trail on Oakwood Road between Nagawicka Road and HWY 83 adjacent to Oakwood Community Park
New north/south trail on HWY 83 between Golf Road and HWY 16. This trail passes Naga-Waukee Park and Oakwood
Community Park on the west side of HWY 83
Explore the possibility of connecting Naga-Waukee County Park (and the Lake Country Recreation Trail) to Oakwood
Community Park by an off-road path on the Eastern border of the City of Delafield, and the Town of Delafield.
o Utilize this same path for the Ice Age Trail
o This trail would support any commercial or residential development that occurs in the parcel between HWY 83 and the
border of the City
With any new development, developers will be encouraged to incorporate multi-use public biking/hiking trails into their designs
(see City 2030 Comprehensive Plan)
Preserve at this time the neighborhood horse trails for their intended purpose
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NW QUADRANT OF THE CITY
The NW Quadrant of the City is mostly undeveloped farmland, so plans for trails should be viewed as conceptual and for planning
purposes. At the south end, this planning area starts with Cushing Memorial Park, and at the north end, this planning area ends with a
route through an undeveloped area that will eventually be a residential neighborhood. It is envisioned that the trails will connect through
the Village of Nashotah, the Village of Oconomowoc Lake, and the Village of Summit. This journey will be linked by the ATC right-ofway, the Knoff-Binkowski parcels, the Glen Parc subdivision, Nashotah Road, Vettelson Road, and Mission Road at the north end. They
eventually connect all the way around Lake Nagawicka through the City to Oakwood Community Park and Lake Country Recreation
Trail on the southeast end and between Mission Road and West Main Street on the southwest end.
This Quadrant represents the farthest north and west portions of the City. It is rural in character and space but essential to encircling the
City by public trails. As a result, any new development in this Quadrant area requires consideration to be given to a paved public
biking/hiking trail connecting and linking the City and its trail system as a whole with other trails and recreational destinations (see City
2030 Comprehensive Plan).
Important destinations in this planning area include, but are not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Nashotah House
Bostrom Memorial Park
St. Joan of Arc Church and School
A proposed City Park near Nashotah Road and Mission Road
St. John’s Northwestern Academies (and/or its successors)
Christ the King Church
Cushing Memorial Park
Knoff-Binkowski parcels
Nashotah Park (Waukesha County/HWY C)
Valley Road subdivision
Copperfield Estates subdivision

GOALS AND PRIORITIES
Goal for this planning area: Connect important destinations and establish a clear intent for future developers of current farmland.
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Add a paved east/west public mixed-use biking, hiking, and running path along Oakwood Drive between HWY C and Mill Road
Provide road surface signage for an on-road bike path between Cushing Memorial Park and Bostrom Memorial Park through the
Valley Road subdivision
Install directional signs at entrances of each park directing cyclists to the path
Provide a biking/hiking path within the boundaries of Cushing Memorial Park
Continue to explore a primarily off-road path to connect Cushing Memorial Park and Bostrom Memorial Park through St. John’s
Northwestern Academies and/or its successors. As the St. John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors develops additional
facilities and plans, make sure that the City’s desire and interest in public hiking/biking trails is made known and considered (see City
2030 Comprehensive Plan)
Create new paved public hiking/biking trails on the north side and/or south side of Nashotah Road between Glen Parc subdivision
and Mission Road
Connect north/south trail on Mission Road between Nashotah Road and Oakwood/Valley Drive
Create new east/west paved public trail on Mission Drive between Mission Road and HWY C
Create new east/west paved public trail along the ATC right-of-way next to the railroad tracks between Lakeland Drive and Sawyer
Road
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•
•
•
•
•

•
•

Create new north/south public paved hiking/biking trail between the ATC right-of-way and Nashotah Road through the KnoffBinkowski parcels
Collaborate with the Village of Oconomowoc Lake to create a new paved public hiking/biking trail linking Sawyer Road, Nashotah
Road, and Mission Road
Collaborate with the Village of Nashotah to create a new paved public hiking/biking trail on Nashotah Road linking Lakeland Drive
on the east and Mission Road on the west
Collaborate with the Village of Summit to create a new paved public hiking/biking trail linking Sawyer Road, Nashotah Road and
Mission Road
As the land between Bostrom Memorial Park and Nashotah Road is developed, ensure that developers are aware of the City’s Plan to
include off road paved public hiking/biking trails with any new such development. As part of the City’s Plan, it includes an 8-acre
parcel as a park next to St. Joan of Arc Church on the south side of Nashotah Road. This may include a 4-acre parcel on the corner of
Nashotah and Mission Roads. This park may be active or passive depending on development in the area. The Plan also provides for a
4-acre park parcel on the north side of Nashotah Road
Work with Nashotah House on plans for including access to and through the seminary for off road public trails
Include paved public hiking/biking trails as part of any new development in this Quadrant (see City 2030 Comprehensive Plan)
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WEST QUADRANT OF THE CITY
The West Quadrant of the City represents the gateway to hiking/biking/running trails linking the City of Delafield to its western Lake
Country communities, including, but not limited to, the Village of Summit, the City of Oconomowoc, and the Village of Dousman. Its
principal connector trail is the Lake Country Recreation Trail (Waukesha County) traveling east to west along West Main Street crossing
Mill Road in the City and then reconnecting on Delafield Road in the Village of Summit at the Lower Nemahbin Lake launch (south).
However, currently, there is a disconnect of approximately one half-mile roadway area on Delafield Road running between Mill Road in
the City of Delafield and Lower Nemahbin Lake launch in the Village of Summit. This disconnect interrupts the continuation of the Lake
Country Recreation Trail between the City of Delafield and the Village of Summit. It needs to be corrected and connected. As such, it
would require a collaboration of the City, the Village of Summit, Washington County, and any utility party of interest to make this
connection happen.
From the Lower Nemabhin Lake launch (south), the Lake Country Recreation Trail continues its trek into other popular
biking/hiking/running destinations, such as Waterville Road and the Ice Age Trail in the Village of Summit, Sawyer Road and Pabst
Farms in the City of Oconomowoc, downtown Oconomowoc, and the Glacial Drumlin Trail in the Village of Dousman.
The West Quadrant also represents an entryway to significant access to the Bark River, Upper and Lower Lake Nemahbin, and Upper and
Lower Nashotah Lakes. These waterways further connect and are linked together for the benefit of the surrounding Lake Country areas,
including, but not limited to, the City of Delafield, the Village of Summit, the City of Oconomowoc, and the Village of Dousman.
The other most western part of this City Quadrant involves the south to north direction of Mill Road, crossing the Mill Road Bridge, the
Bark River, and Mill Pond to Oakwood/Valley Drive on the north.

GOALS AND PRIORITIES
Goals for this planning area:
•

•

Collaborate with the Village of Summit, Waukesha County, and any potential utility party in interest to create and establish a new
paved connector trail involving Lake Country Recreation Trail for hiking/biking/running on the south side of West Main
Street/Delafield Road between Mill Road in the City of Delafield and the Lower Nemahbin Lake launch (south) in the Village of
Summit
Create a new paved public north/south trail on the east side of Mill Road between West Main Street (Lake Country Recreation Trail)
on the south and Oakwood Drive on the north
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SOUTH OF I-94
The Paul Sandgren Recreational Trail on Cushing Park Road connects the Lake Country Recreation Trail to the Glacial Drumlin Trail,
with direct access to Lapham Peak State Park and White Oak Conservancy subdivision (Town of Delafield) along the way. While no data
has been documented, anyone who drives Cushing Park Road on a regular basis can tell you that the Trail is used extensively for hiking,
biking, walking, running, etc. It is used at all times of day, evening, and night.

GOALS AND PRIORITIES
Goal for this planning area: The City should continue to work with
Lapham Peak State Park staff on strategic planning. The parking lot on the
Recreation Trail is an access point to the park, which has become so popular
that the 4-car city parking that is provided is often not adequate.
With the recent addition of the adjoining biking/hiking trail on Abitz Road
and the new White Oak Conservancy subdivision in the Town of Delafield
leading to the Glacial Drumlin Trail, the Paul Sandgren Recreational Trail
has become even more popular. With the DNR, the City should explore
additional parking opportunities in the interest of safety, access to the park,
and also continuing to draw visitors to the area.
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BARK RIVER AND LAKE NAGAWICKA
The Bark River from Hartland to Upper and Lower Nemahbin Lake is a water-based trail that is primarily in the City of Delafield. The
path of this water trail starts in the Ice Age Wetlands in Hartland and flows into Lake Nagawicka, passing through the lake from NE to
SW. It then travels into St. John’s Bay, where it is controlled by a dam as it enters St. John’s Park shoreline and Genesee Street Park
Plaza.
From there, it continues its flow west underneath the Genesee Street Bridge along the VMR/Ice Age Trail. It then winds past Liberty
Park, under the Liberty Park Bridge, and meanders west with various points of access, along with wild life in abundance.
This water journey continues to Cushing Memorial Park with further access to parks and recreation areas, including small rapids,
protected shoreline, water access, and a take-out area for watercraft. It then reaches the farthest west portion of its travel in the City of
Delafield at the Mill Pond and Mill Road Bridge. At that point, the Bark River water trail flows into the Village of Summit, and continues
its travels west where it enters Upper Nemahbin Lake (north) with further access to Lower Nemahbin Lake (south) in the Village of
Summit, as well as Upper and Lower Nashotah Lakes to the north.
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Ice Age Wetlands to Lake Nagawicka
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St. John’s Park/Genessee Street Park Plaza to old Mill Pond

(Trail path in former Mill Pond for illustration only. Need additional discussion with Homeowners)

GOALS AND PRIORITIES
Goal for this planning area: Develop a detailed plan for a water trail along the length of the Bark River in the City of Delafield.
•
•
•

•

Develop plans for Hartland to Lake Nagawicka
Continue to publicize and promote the use of the Bark River water trail route from St. John’s Park/Genesee Street Park Plaza to
the old Mill Pond, then to Upper and Lower Nemahbin Lakes
Extend and connect the paved public biking/hiking Lake Country Recreation Trail west on the south side of Delafield Road
between Mill Road and the Lower Nemahbin (south) boat launch. This extension parallels the Bark River as it flows from the
Mill Road Bridge in the City of Delafield into Upper Nemahbin Lake (north) in the Village of Summit.
The Park and Recreation Commission recommends and supports collaboration with Waukesha County, the Village of Summit,
and any potential utility party in interest to create this Lake Country connector trail in an effort to promote and link these Lake
Country areas together for safe, enjoyable, and uninterrupted trail travel.
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CONNECTIONS
Inter-urban connectors are the points where the land and water trails of the City of Delafield connect to neighboring communities or
county and state facilities. Often, these connections are made by connecting to trails or routes that have already been established in the
neighboring communities. These connections are further enhanced by the collaborative efforts of the City and its surrounding
participating communities to promote and protect the natural resources of Lake Country through the lens and energy of the public
traveling point to point on this comprehensive trail system.
For example, as set forth below and discussed above, an important connection is the potential extension and link of the Lake Country
Recreation Trail between Mill Road and Lower Nemabbin Lake boat launch (south), which parallels the Bark River Water Trail, and
connects the City of Delafield with Waukesha County, the Village of Summit, and the City of Oconomowoc. This connector links the
park and recreation destinations involving the City of Delafield with its neighboring communities. It also connects by land and water the
City’s western most link with its other Quadrants in completing the Delafield journey of trails, parks, and destinations. In the process, the
City fulfills its role in protecting valuable resources and facilitating a safe and healthy place for adventure and fun. It is all part of the
circle of active life in Delafield.
Lake Country Trail to Summit and Oconomowoc
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Existing neighboring trails or routes:
Delafield has many existing trails and routes to build on.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lake Country Recreation Trail
Glacial Drumlin State Trail
Paul Sandgren Recreational Trail
Lapham Peak State Park
VMR/Ice Age Trail
Bark River Trail
Cushing Memorial Park Trail
Liberty Park Trails
Milwaukee Street Path
Firemen’s Park Path
HWY C North Trail to Oakwood Drive
Naga-Waukee County Park
Nagawicka Road Trail
Town of Delafield bike routes
Nashotah Park (Waukesha County)
Dickten-Masch Park
Lois Jensen Park Trail

Future neighboring trails or routes:
Delafield has many future trails and routes to consider, including, but not limited to, the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Extension of Lake Country Recreation Trail between West Main Street in Delafield and Lower Nemahbin Lake launch (south) in the
Village of Summit
Continuation of HWY C Trail north to Copperfield Drive
Continuation of Nagawicka Road Trail to Vettelson Road
Trail on Oakwood Road between Nagawicka Road and HWY 83
Trail on HWY 83 between Golf Road and HWY 16
Vettelson Road Trail between Nagawicka Road and Lakeland Drive (HWY C)
East/west Trail on ATC right-of-way between Lakeland Drive and Sawyer Road
North/south Trail on Sawyer Road to Nashotah Road
Nashotah Road Trail between Sawyer Road and Mission Road
Nashotah Road Trail between Mission Road in Delafield and Glen Parc subdivision in the Village of Nashotah
Nashotah Road Trail between HWY C and Mission Road
North/south Trail connecting ATC right-of-way to Nashotah Road in the City of Delafield
North/south Trail connecting Lakeland Drive, Sawyer Road, and Nashotah Road involving Knoff-Binkowski parcels
Mission Road Trail between Nashotah Road and Oakwood/Valley Drive
Mission Drive Trail between Mission Road and HWY C
Oakwood Drive Trail between Mill Road and HWY C
Mill Road Trail between Oakwood Drive and West Main Street
Gravel Trail in Cushing Memorial Park to residential neighborhood
Easement on Bark River north trail and shoreline between Liberty Park and Cushing Memorial Park
Easement on roadway between Exeter Street and Liberty Park
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Nashotah
Destinations
Trails are beautiful and enjoyable on their own, and they can also provide extra value to the community if they lead to a destination.
Destinations can be commercial, public, parks, or other trails. Our mission is to connect the existing trails, so residents, visitors, and the
general public alike can explore the City and nearby communities and destinations by bike or on foot.
•

•

Communities
o North to Nashotah, the ATC right-of-way, Hartland, and Chenequa
o East to Town of Delafield and Pewaukee
o South to Wales, Genesee Depot, and Dousman
o West to Village of Summit, City of Oconomowoc, and Village of Oconomowoc Lake
Destinations
o North to Nashotah Park (Waukesha County), the ATC right-of-way next to the railroad tracks between Lakeland Drive and
Sawyer Road, Pine, Okauchee and Beaver Lake access
o West to Sawyer Road, Mission Road/Nashotah House, Mill Pond, to Pabst Farms (shopping and YMCA), Upper & Lower
Nemahbin Lakes, Upper & Lower Nashotah Lakes, downtown Oconomowoc
o South to Lapham Peak State Park, Lake Country Recreation Trail, White Oak Conservancy subdivision, Glacial Drumlin
Trail, and Wales Community Park
o East to HWY 83 shopping area, Ingleside Water Park, Naga-Waukee Ice Arena, Naga-Waukee County Park and Golf
Course, and Pewaukee Lake
o South of I-94 on HWY 83 connecting to the movie theatre, residential areas, senior living complex, and on to the Town of
Delafield Sports Commons
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Children enjoying one of the
many fun features at Cushing
Park

Chapter 5
CONCLUSION
OUR VISION
The 2015-2019 Strategic Plan for Delafield’s parks and recreation included great vision and strategy, much of which has been
accomplished in that time frame (see Appendix A). The City has added parks and nearly doubled St. John’s Park with the new Plaza on
Genesee Street in downtown Delafield.
Trails have been extended in several parks and connected to other paths, enabling more opportunities for residents and visitors to walk,
talk, run, hike, bike, and explore throughout the City. Kayak/canoe/paddleboard launches providing greater access to the Bark River and
Lake Nagawicka have expanded citizen journeys to several parks and other recreation areas, resulting in more choices to take advantage
of the lakes and rivers in the community.
During this time period, there have been significant positive changes right in the heart of the City. These include, but are not limited to,
greater access to the Bark River and its shoreline, completion of the St.John’s/Genesee Street Park Plaza, the Lake Country Recreation
Trail through the downtown, the Paul Sandgren Recreational Trail to Lapham Peak State Park, the creation of Liberty Park, development
of other paths along Milwaukee Street and Genesee Street, shoreline erosion and invasive species control along the Bark River, burial of
the water pipe in the river next to Liberty Park, and opening up the natural resources of the Bark River with greater vision, light, space,
and life.
The vision for 2020-2024 continues to be bold, with the goal to expand the trail system outside of downtown, to encircle Lake Nagawicka
and the City of Delafield, and become an integral part of a Regional trail system involving other surrounding Lake Country communities.
The most recent survey of the citizens rank the natural resources and its trails, rivers, and lakes as Number 1 to describe the benefits of
living and participating in the Delafield experience. In response to this survey and the City 2030 Comprehensive Plan, the Park and
Recreation Commission will continue to support the intimate relationship between Delafield’s natural boundaries and resources with its
citizens, and to preserve its unique and special effects for the benefit of all who experience our community.
In the process, this Strategic Plan encourages the leadership role to be played by the City in the Lake Country area to promote and secure
greater public access to parks, rivers, lakes, neighborhoods, and related land use involving developments. Destinations will be achievable
by promoting these trails. Journeys will be made and remembered. Delafield will continue to be known for its commitment and respect for
the natural landscape, resources, and character it has within its grasp. It is a legacy worth preserving.
It is an exciting time in the evolution of the parks and recreation areas of the City. The Park and Recreation Commission is committed to
being responsible stewards of these natural resources. To its residents, visitors, and the public at large – enjoy the moment while you are
here. It is a very special place!
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APPENDIX
-- INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK --
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APPENDIX A – ACCOMPLISHMENTS SINCE PREVIOUS 5 YEAR PLAN
Implementation of City of Delafield Parks and Recreation Five-Year Plan: Achievements 2015-2019
American Legion Field
•
•

Replaced playground equipment
Extended biking/walking path from Firemen’s Park and Lake Country Recreation Trail to this Field

Bleeker Street Boat Launch
•
•
•
•
•

Resurface driveway road to and from the launch
Landscape shoreline with stump removal, shrubs, flowers, and other plantings
Installed new invasive species signage and boat cleaning station
Installed floating kayak/canoe launching and landing pier east of the boat launch
Graveled and maintained parking lot

Bostrom Memorial Park
•
•
•

Graded soccer field
Installed sledding hill
Landscaped/screened with trees and bushes

Cedar Valley Park
•

Replaced trees and added deer protection around stems

Cushing Memorial Park
•
•
•
•
•

Power washed and sealed Fort Cushing
Provided riverbank erosion control
Landscape and improve public access to Bark River next to Fort Cushing
Landscape and create take-out and landing for water craft on the Bark River next to soccer field
Planted and pruned trees

Firemen’s Park
•
•
•
•
•
•

Paved walking trail through park, connecting to City sidewalks
Installed benches along trail
Installed shovel in sand pit
Installed little library, scavenger hunt activity, and sand toy box
Replaced park signs
Maintain basketball court

Fish Hatchery Sports Area/ Building
•
•
•
•

Repaved parking lot and improved drainage
Installed new fishing boardwalk on south side of pond
Installed soccer nets
Installed new lighting and netting for volleyball
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•
•
•
•
•

Painted picnic shelter
Installed boardwalk path over ditch to connect parking lot, volleyball courts and Veterans Memorial Riverwalk
Added historical site designation sign
Shoreline restoration and removal of diseased trees, debris, and invasive species
Continue Fish Day Event at the Fish Hatchery Pond

St. John’s Park/Genesee Street Park Plaza (Final name TBD)
•
•
•

•
•
•

Worked with other government bodies to improve the Genesee Street (HWY C) Bridge over the Bark River
Acquire and remove prior building on vacant lot at the corner of Genesee Street and Bark River
Create new Park Plaza between the Bark River, St. John’s Pond, and the millrace, including:
o New kayak put-in point
o Benches
o Swings
o Fishing points
o Picnic tables
o Electric outlets to support activities, including lighting
o Installed trash and recycling bins and doggy station
o Landscaping with grass, shrubs, and other plantings
Abandoned water feeder pipe from Lake Nagawicka to Fish Hatchery Pond
Pruned/ removed and planted trees, as appropriate
Repaved walking path and parking lot

Liberty Park
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Created and developed Liberty Park to its current condition
Buried the pipe above the Bark River near Liberty Park
Built up the riverbank within the City
Developed erosion control and shoreline restoration of Bark River
Planted new trees and vegetation along the riverbank
Completed the clearing and grubbing of open space and river shoreline
Install gravel trail between Bark River/Ice Age Trail and Liberty Park
Installed park signs, trash and recycling bins, doggy stations, picnic tables and benches
The Delafield Arts Foundation (not a part of City government) was formed to fundraise for a performance stage at Liberty Park
Facilitate the Delafield Arts Foundation beer garden events, music, and 5K run/walk at Liberty Park

Lois Jensen Nature Preserve
•
•
•

Enlarged both east and west parking areas
Maintained and mulched entrance trails
Replaced park sign

Oakwood Community Park
•
•
•
•
•

Repaired, improved, and completed the installation of all disc golf course tee boxes
Install, maintain, and monitor portable ice rink for the park
Install and maintain restroom facility at the park
Sowed native wildflowers and mowed a path for hiking/ running/dog walking
Installed benches and bat boxes
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•

Planted new trees and added deer protection

Oak Street Park
•
•
•
•
•

Installed park sign and entrance fencing
Installed picnic table and trash receptacles
Removal of invasive species and other shrubs blocking view of Lake Nagawicka
Improve water craft access to the shoreline
Mulch shoreline area and removal of stumps

Friends of Bark River
•
•

•

Created as a group of volunteers to clean up the north and south shorelines of the Bark River, including debris in the river
Performed more than 580 work hours of clean up, resulting in the Bark River and VMR/Ice Age Trail being accessible,
navigable and available for the public and outdoor enthusiasts such as bikers, hikers, walkers, naturalists, wild life, wild life
watchers, photographers, and general observers alike.
Created an expansion of light, space, and natural landscaping consistent with the flow and reflections of the Bark River

Trails Developed
Lake Country Recreation Trail through downtown
Development of Milwaukee Street Pathway between Genesee Street and Firemen’s Park
Creation of paved pathway through Firemen’s Park
Improve and maintain VMR/Bark River Trail
Development of Ice Age Trail along the Bark River
Developed hiking/biking/running trail from Genesee Street downtown north to Oakwood Drive
Developed hiking/biking/running trail on Nagawicka Road
Developed gravel trail linking Bark River Trail to Liberty Park
Repave walking trail between St. John’s Pond and Genesee Street Park Plaza
Developed negotiations and contacts with St. John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors in an effort to secure easement rights
to the City for a public trail and shoreline access on the north side of the Bark River between Liberty Park and Cushing Memorial Park
Developed negotiations and contacts with St. John’s Northwestern Academies and/or its successors in an effort to secure easement rights
to the City for full public access to the roadway between Exeter Street and Liberty Park
Veteran’s Memorial Park and Trails
•
•
•
•
•

Established; includes enhanced walking/running trail and signage regarding major American wars
Maintain trails and memorial sites
Remove dead and diseased trees along the VMR/Ice Age Trails and Bark River
Remove invasive species and debris blocking view and use of VMR/Ice Age Trails
Continue maintenance and promote growth of healthy plant life along the shoreline trails and waterway of the Bark River

Park and Recreation 5-year plan 2020 – 2024

Page 78

City of Delafield

APPENDIX B: PARK AND OPEN SPACE PLAN
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APPENDIX C: PARK INVENTORY

Name
Acreage Type
Other Facilities
Dickten Park - Nashotah
8 NP
Sports Commons - Town of Delafield
18 CP
Cushing Elementary School
SP
Lake Country School
SP
University Lake School
SP
Nixon Park - Hartland
CP
Elmhurst Park - Town of Delafield
NP
Deltown Park - Town of Delafield
NP
Wales Community Park - Wales
CP
St. John's Northwestern Military Academy
SP
Nemahbin Lakes Boat Ramp
SP
Nagawaukee Lake Boat Ramp
SP
Pewaukee Lake Boat Ramp
SP
Pewaukee Yacht Club
SP
Lake Country Tennis Club
SP
Arrowhead High School
SP
Kettle Moraine High School
SP
Natural Resources
Nagawicka Lake
SP
Bark River Northeast
SP
Bark River Southwest
SP
Potential Future Facilities
Northeast Quadrant Small park
4 PL
Northeast Quadrant Large park
8 NP
Delafield Integrated Trail system
TR
Bark River conservancy in NE quadrant
Mill Road Dam
l
l

l
l

l
l
l

l
l
l

l

CP Community Park
RG Regional Park

NP Neighborhood Park

Dog Park

l
l
l
l

Play Equipment
l
l
l
l

l
l

l

l
l
l

Soccer

l
l

l
l

l
l
l

l
l

l

Horseshoes
l

Frisbee Golf
l

Golf

l

l
m
m

Canoeing/ Kayaking

TR Trails
SP Special Purpose Area

l

Hockey
l

Sledding
l

Show Shoeing

Skate Board Park
l

l

l
l
l
l

Boat Ramp
Camping

l

l
l
l
l

Other Building

l
l

Performance Stage

m
l
l
l

l
m
m
l

l
m
m

Restrooms

l

l

l

l
l
l
l
l
l

l
l
l
l
l
l

l
l
l
l
l

Recycling Receptacle

l
l
l
l
l

Trash Receptacle

Service and Buffer

l
l
l
l
l
l

l
l
l

L Facility in poor condition
ü Facility Available

l
l

l

Picnic Shelter

l

Parking

l
l
l
l
l
l

Drinking Water

l Facility in Good Condition
m Facility in Fair condition

Legend

l

Boating

Seasonal

X-C Skiing

Hard
Surface

l

l
l
l

Tennis
l
l

Basketball

Informal Active Games

l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

l
l

Football

Sand Volleyball

C/P Conservation / preservation Area

l
l

Baseball/ Softball

Passive Area

l

l
l

l

Hiking / Walking Trail

l

Biking Trail

PL Playlot

Type

l
l

l
l
l
l

Picnic Area/ Tables

l
l
l

Benches

l
l
l
l
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Open Space

Equestrian Trails

Ice Skating

Fishing

City of Delafield

Name
City Owned Parks and Facilities
Cedar Valley
Bostrom
St. John's
American Legion
Firemen's
Cushing Memorial
Oakwood
Fish Hatchery Sports Complex
Lois Jensen Nature Preserve
Bleeker Street Boat Ramp
Oak Street Lake Access
Fish Hatchery
Liberty Park
County and State Facilities
Lapham Peak State Park
Nashotah County Park
Nagawaukee County Park
Trails
Veterans Memorial River Walk
Lake Country Trail
Glacial Drumlin State Trail
Ice Age Trail
Pabst Farms / Summit Trail to YMCA
Cushing Park Road Trail
Delafield Equestrian Trails

Acreage

Type

1.0 PL
5.9 NP
3.5 NP
6.0 NP
7.5 NP
8.8 CP
29.0 CP
11.0 CP
30.0 C/P
0.3 SP
0.3 NP
3.0 SP
26.0 CP

TR
TR
TR
TR
TR
TR
TR

1022 RG
443 RG
416 RG
2 MI
8 MI
52 MI
1000 MI
3 MI
3 MI
2 MI

l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

l
l
l
l

l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

Picnic Area/ Tables
l
l
l

l
l
l
l
l
l
l

l
l
l

l
l

l
l
l
l
l

l
l

Hiking / Walking Trail
l

l

Dog Park
l

Equestrian Trails
l

l
l
l

l

l

l

l

l

Soccer

l
l
l

Play Equipment

Football
l

Horseshoes
l

Frisbee Golf

l

Canoeing/ Kayaking
l
l
l

l

l

l

Golf

l

l

Sand Volleyball
l

l

Tennis

l

l

l

l

Ice Skating
l

Hockey

l

l

Sledding
l

l
l
l
l

l

l

Fishing
l

l
l
l

l

Camping
l

l

l
l

Boat Ramp
l

Boating

Performance Stage
l

m
l
l

l

l
l
l

l
l

l
l
l

l

m

m

m
l
l
l
l

Restrooms
l

Other Building

l
l

l
l

l
l
l

l

l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

Parking

l
l
l

l

l
l
l

Picnic Shelter

l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

l

l

l
l
l

Recycling Receptacle

l
l
l

Trash Receptacle

Service and Buffer

l

l
l
l

l

l
l

Drinking Water

Seasonal

l
l
l

Show Shoeing
l

X-C Skiing

Hard
Surface

l

Basketball

Informal Active Games

l

l
l

Baseball/ Softball

Passive Area

l
l

l
l
l

l
l
l

l
l

l

l

l

Biking Trail

l
l
l
l

l
l
l

l
l
l
l

l
l
l
l
l
l
l
l

Benches

l
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Open Space

Skate Board Park

City of Delafield

APPENDIX D: PARK STANDARDS

RECREATIONAL PARKS AND OPEN SPACE STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES,
NATIONAL PARKS AND RECREATION ASSOCIATION, ROGER B. LANCASTER, 4 TH
PRINTING 2009
While standards can never tell the entire story of what is best for any individual community, they do help ground
discussion in standardized language and information. On the following pages are the standards that were used by
the Commission.
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APPENDIX E: PLANNING AREA – TREE PLAN
Delafield takes great pride in promoting tree planting and growth throughout the city. Many streets are lined with
trees at various stages of growth, and the Department of Public Works (DPW) continually monitors trees for health,
under the direction of the City Forester.
The Tree Board, composed of members of the Park & Rec Commission, manages the Tree Fund. The Tree Fund was
created by the City and is funded through new development. With this fund, the City can replace trees, Park &
Recreation can request trees to be replaced in parks, and residents can request trees in their neighborhoods and even
in right-of-ways.
Notably, Delafield is designated as a Tree City USA by the Arbor Day Foundation.

FIVE YEAR PLAN
City Forester Sean Heinzel created and manages the five-year plan for the City of Delafield. This plan is included on
the next few pages. It includes attention to areas of the City that need more trees and shade, replacing diseased or
dying trees, and accounting for City resident requests.
Noted in the plan is the City’s unique Right of Way Tree Request Program. Residents and property owners can
request a tree for their property. The tree is to be placed in the right-of-way, and the resident then take care of the
tree (watering, pruning, etc.).
Request forms are accepted at the Delafield City Hall and are handled based on the order in which they are received.
The requests are limited to one tree per property annually. The number and species of trees planted in a given year
will depend on funds available to purchase and plant trees, available nursery stock, the City Staff’s availability and
the City Forester’s discretion in order to maintain what is in the best interest of the City. A list is available to assist
with choosing a specific tree, or the City Forester can also recommend a tree acceptable for the site.
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City of Delafield 2020 - 2024 Tree Planting Plan
2020

2021
Quantity

Oak Leaf Circle
elm
kentucky coffee tree
hackberry
honey locust
oak
crab
hawthorn
maple
ironwood
Oakwood Community Park
crabapple
hawthorn

2
4
4
3
4
2
2
4
3

Cost
ea.
425
500
425
425
500
425
425
425
425

Quantity

Cost
ea.

Total

Mission Rd
oak
hickory
maple
honey locust
hackberry
chestnut
elm

2
2
3
3
2
2
4

500
500
425
425
425
425
425

1000
1000
1275
1275
850
850
1700

Mission Ave
oak
hickory
elm
hackberry
kentucky coffee tree

4
4
4
5
5

500
500
425
425
500

2000
2000
1700
2125
2500

Dopkins Municpal Parking Lot
bald cypress
4

425

1700

Total
850
2000
1700
1275
2000
850
850
1700
1275

4
4

425
425

1700
1700

1
1
1

425
500
425

425
500
425

Hawks Hollow Dr (cul de sac)
chestnut
oak
hackberry
Anthony Ct (cul de sac)
oak
hackberry
maple
hickory

1
1
1
1

500
425
425
425

500
425
425
425

Acorn Glenn (cul de sac)
hackberry
hickory

1
1

425
500

400
450

Firemen’s Park
crabapple for Arborday

1

500

500

Misc Trees
various
Totals

5
51

425

2125
22500
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Firemen’s Park
crabapple for Arborday

1

500

500

Misc Trees
various
Totals

5
50

425

2125
22600
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City of Delafield 2020 - 2024 Tree Planting Plan (cont’d)
2022

2023

Quantity

Cost ea.

Total

Cushing Park
oak
magnolia
maple

2
2
1

500
450
425

1000
900
425

Cemetery
crabapple

5

500

2500

Liberty Park
to be determined

10

425

4250

Cushing Park Rd
oak
maple
hackberry

1
2
2

500
425
425

500
850
850

ROW requests
based on requests

20

450

9000

Quantity

Cost ea.

Total

Cushing Park
oak
hackberry
maple

2
2
2

500
425
425

1000
850
850

Firemen's Park
maple
sycamore
hackberry

1
1
1

425
425
425

425
425
425

Booster Station
maple

1

425

425

Well #1
kentucky coffee tree
oak

1
1

500
500

500
500

sycamore

1

425

425

1
1
1

500
425
425

500
425
425

Genesee St Planters
to be determined

5

450

2250

Cedar Valley Ct
oak
maple
elm

Firemen’s Park
crabapple for Arborday

1

500

500

ROW requests
based on requests

20

450

9000

Genesee St Planters
to be determined

5

450

2250

Firemen’s Park
crabapple for Arborday

1

500

500

Misc Trees
various
Totals

5
47

450

2250
21175

Misc Trees
various
Totals

5
56
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2250
25275
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City of Delafield 2020 - 2024 Tree Planting Plan (cont’d)
2024
Quantity

Cost ea.

Total

Oakwood Community
Park
hackberry
oak
elm
honey locust
spruce

3
2
3
2
3

425
500
425
425
425

1275
1000
1275
850
1275

Genesee St Planters
to be determined

5

450

2250

ROW requests
based on requests

20

450

9000

Oakwood Community
Park
Arborday Tree

1

500

500

Misc Trees
various
Totals

10
49

450

4500
21925
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