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Overview of Lake Resources

WI has 15,081 documented inland lakes ,
covering one million surface acres

 Range from 1 acre to 137,708 acres

 ~ 6,000 named lakes (40%) 

FISHERIES MANAGEMENT……………………..….. we make fishing better



Overview of Lake Resources
Number of Wisconsin Lakes

by Size Categories (15,081 total )
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Overview of Lake Resources
 FM actively manages 1,222 lakes 
 Most (60%) > 100 acres Most (60%) > 100 acres
 Unequally distributed across state
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NOR NER WCR SER SCR

Region



NOR – 72% (10,840)

WCR – 11% (1,605)

NER – 12% (1,865)

SER – 3% (417)SER 3% (417)

SCR – 2% (354)
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SCR 2% (354)



Overview of Lake Resources

Fishery Designations/Rotations:

“High Profile”  > 1,000 ac,       4-yr rotation

“Public Access” 100-1000 ac 8-yr rotationPublic Access  100 1000 ac, 8 yr rotation

“Mi Fi h ” 50 100 10 t ti“Minor Fishery”  50-100 ac,   10-yr rotation
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LAKE NAME AREA MSKY? WAE? Year1
Year
2

DESIGNATIO
N?

S
NI

SE
I
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NII
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II

S
NII
I FE

Cr
eel

BIG MUSKEGO LAKE & BASS 
BAY 2360 2008 2012 H X X X X Y

EAGLE SPRING LAKE 311 2008 2016 P X X

SCHOOL SECTION LAKE 117 2008 2016 P X

LAC LA BELLE 1164 Y Y 2009 2013 H X X X X X Y

NORTH LAKE 437 Y Y 2009 2017 P X X X X X

PHANTOM LAKE, LOWER 433 Y 2009 2017 P X X X X

PHANTOM LAKE, UPPER 107 Y 2009 2017 P X X X X

NAGAWICKA LAKE 917 Y 2010 2014 H X X X X X Y

PRETTY LAKE 64 2010 2018 P X

FOWLER LAKE 78 Y Y 2010 2018 P X X X X

GENESEE LAKE, LOWER 66 2010 2018 P X

OKAUCHEE LAKE 1187 Y Y 2011 2015 H X X X X X

GENESEE LAKE, MIDDLE 109 2011 2019 P X

GOLDEN LAKE 250 Y 2011 2019 P X X X

PEWAUKEE LAKE 2493 Y Y 2012 2016 H X X X X X

HUNTERS LAKE 65 2012 2020 P X

KEESUS LAKE 237 Y 2012 2020 P X X X

SILVER LAKE 222 Y 2012 2020 P X X

LITTLE MUSKEGO LAKE 506 Y 2013 2021 P X X X

MOOSE LAKE 81 2013 2021 P X
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OCONOMOWOC LAKE 767 Y Y 2013 2021 P X X X X Y



Local Walleye Population y
Estimates

B B 0 7• Baas Bay - 0.7 per acre
• Lac LaBelle - 2.0 per acre
• Pewaukee Lake - 0.9 per acre
• Oconomowoc Lake - 3 0 per acreOconomowoc Lake 3.0 per acre 
• Pine Lake - 3.7 per acre

N i k L k 0 4• Nagawicka Lake - 0.4 per acre
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Nagawicka Lake - 2010
Walleye Length Frequency
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Nagawicka Lake - 2010g
Walleye Length at Age
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Nagawicka Lake - 2010
N th Pik L th FNorthern Pike Length Frequency
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Nagawicka Lake - 2010g
 Smallmouth Bass Length Frequency
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How Do We USE Data?
Linking Surveys to Management

•Identify limiting factors:

Recruitment growth anglerRecruitment, growth, angler 
harvest, habitat, forage, etc.

•Use management tools:

Habitat improvement, 
stocking, fishing regulations.
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stocking, fishing regulations.



NR 1.02 Inland fisheries management. The following actions are 
essential to carry out an effective fish management program:

ANGLING 
RESTRICTIONS

PROPAGATION 
AND STOCKING

POPULATION 
MANIPULATION

TROUT STREAM 
CLASSIFICATION

HABITAT PROTECTION AND 
IMPROVEMENT

LAND ACQUISITION AND 
DEVELOPMENT

SURVEYS AND RESEARCH.
Programs shall be based on sound surveys and research. The department shall survey 

lakes and streams to obtain information needed to develop and implement p p
management programs. Research shall be conducted to evaluate and resolve problems that 

have been defined.
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Bio manipulationBio manipulation



Stockingg
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Fisheries Habitat Improvement and 
Protection

• Spawning Reef InstallationSpawning Reef Installation
• Fish cribs, tree drops.

P ti l t t• Proper aquatic plant management.
• Erosion and sedimentation control.
• Watershed management, nutrient loading.
• Sensitive area designations & habitatSensitive area designations & habitat 

protection.
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Summary
• We need to utilize the best available• We need to utilize the best available 

science to support management decisions.
W d t id tif li iti f t i• We need to identify limiting factors in 
fisheries management to improve fishing 

t itopportunity.
• Habitat Protection and Enhancement are 

critical to healthy fisheries and better water 
quality.

• Fisheries management reports are 
available upon request.
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p q
Thank you.
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